
FOREST PRESERVE COMMISSION AGENDA -- 5/21/19 at 5:30 PM* 
1504 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL – County Building 3rd Floor 

Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $155,704.30 pg 24
Loud Thunder Spillway & Camping claims @ $5,807.12 pg 45
DFCI Fund claims @ $8,999.71  pg 44

I. Roll Call:

II. Presentation: Dave Herrell, Visit Quad Cities

III. Old Business:
Commission minutes from April 16, 2019** pg 2

IV. Public comment:

V. President’s Comments

VI. Claims:**
Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $33,170.10 pg 13 
Golf Course Improvement claims @ $208.46 pg 43 
Marvin Martin Fund claims @ $5,550.94 pg 46 
Treasurer’s Disbursements @ $6,926.72 pg 47

VII. Transfers
Consider Transfers of Appropriations in the General Fund & Niabi Zoo Fund** pg 48

VIII. Resolutions
Corporate Authorization Resolution for Blackhawk Bank & Trust** pg 50

Other New Business: 
IX. Niabi Zoo Perimeter Fence Project bid by Lovewell Fencing at $82,000.00** pg 54

X. Comments from Commissioners

XI. Reports:   Approval of all routine reports:
District Budget Performance Report** pg 55
April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports** pg 71
Mike Petersen - Illiniwek report** pg 81
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report ** pg 85

Louisa Ewert – Treasurer’s Report** pg 68
Jay Verstraete pg 77 & Todd Collins pg 78 – Indian Bluff report ** 
Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report** pg 82
Jeff Craver – Director’s report** pg 93

Recess 

The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Commission will be held at Rock Island County Building, Rock Island, Illinois is Tuesday, 
June 18th 5:30 PM following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board of Supervisors meeting. 

*The Forest Preserve Commission will begin immediately following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board
**Items in Commissioners packets can be viewed online at the District’s website www.ricfpd.org
***Item available for view on the “District Documents” page of the District’s website
CS  -  Posted 5/17/19
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Forest preserve committee report for April 2019 

5/8/2019 

Prepared by Lee Jackson 

Collections 

•  Instillation of graphics for mixed primate exhibit completed. Ribbon cutting took place on 
4/17/19 at 10 am.  

• Received 1 male African Crested porcupine from the Phoenix zoo. 
• Received a male Rock Hyrax from the Dallas World Aquarium. 

Facilities and exhibits  

• Began installing additional dig barriers around the perimeter fence. 
• Installed shade structures on Australian exhibit aviaries. 
• Foundation poured for outdoor primate exhibit. Enclosure should be completed first week of 

June. 
 

Education 

• Hosted 2 birthday parties 
• Hosted 3 classes on 4/6. These were the last of the spring series (Animal Tales, Animal 

Adventures, Animal Expeditions) 
• Performed 6 Zoo2U programs. 

Guest Services 

FRONT GIFT SHOP: 

• $13,910 in sales for April for the Gift Shop.  
• Training all staff on customer service and cross training at different departments.  

BACK GIFT SHOP: 

• Opened May 4th weekends only, it will be open through the week starting May 20th. 

 CONCESSIONS: 

• Overall, going well. The health inspector came and we are currently working on some items that 
need to be addressed. 

MEMBERSHIP: 

• We are currently awaiting our new membership cards. We finished up the old ones and 
MindFire has created new ones that will include our new logo. As of right now, anyone 
purchasing a membership card will be given a temporary card.   

 CAROUSEL: 

• Maintenance is working on getting all the lights to work on the carousel. 
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EVENTS: 

• April 13th was opening day and Members Only Egg Hunt. Both events went well and we had a 
little over 600 guest show up for the Egg Hunt! 

• May 11th Make A Wish will be having their Walk for Wishes event here at Niabi. This will be the 
2nd year they are holding the event here.  

• In celebration of Memorial Day weekend on Saturday, May 25th  the first 500 kids through the 
door will get a small  Alpaca plush toy! 

• In the process of contacting Food Truck vendors for this year’s Pints for Preservation! Mindfire is 
also going to have our Sponsorship forms and Pints poster done by the end of this month so we 
can start distributing them out.  

SCOOTERBUG: 

• Pricing for 2019-Singles/$5, Doubles/$7, Wheelchairs/$5 and ECV’s/$20.00. 

HURRICANE SIMULATOR: 

• Our hurricane simulator machine took a hit this winter. The company will be replacing the 
current one we have with a new one in the weeks to come.  

PEPSI: 

• New pricing for water this year is $3. All other products are $4.  

WEBSITE: 

• Working with Mindfire to tweak somethings in regards to Field Trips and working on setting up 
email confirmations to guest for all of our forms that they may fill out. This will also include 
when they purchase a membership or adopt. 

Carousel 

• Maintenance is working to repair damage done to the carousel canopy by heavy snow loads. 
Currently waiting delivery of parts. 

Misc. 

Developed proposal for international conservation program to be led by Niabi Zoo. Please see 
accompanying document.  
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Paraguay conservation project proposal 

 

The conservation and investigatory work I would like to put forward focuses on 
three distinct and little studied animal groups (two vertebrates, and one 
invertebrate) in the Chaco region of Paraguay. It is hoped that by looking at the 
distribution, diversity and abundance, of these taxa in general, and more narrowly 
focused members of sub taxa, across both pristine and human impacted areas, a 
working plan for the conservation of less charismatic fauna can be devised and 
supported. 

Taxa 

The animals of primary focus belong to three relatively unstudied groups in the 
“Southern Cone” region of South America and have especially gone 
uninvestigated in Paraguay: 

1. Terrestrial mollusk 
2. Endemic annual fishes of the family Rivulinidae 
3. Chacoan Amphibians, most specifically frogs of the genus Melanophriniscus 

Terrestrial mollusk 

As a group these animals are understudied even in areas that benefit from 
decades of biological field research. No benchmarks for levels of abundance exist 
for any species in this region, and while several neighboring countries have 
published list of known species within their borders, no such basic information 
exist for Paraguay. 

 The Gran Chaco in recent decades has been subject to rapid dramatic 
environmental alterations largely due to conversion to agriculture and ranching. 
This, along with the documented introduction of the snail eating giant African 
land snail threaten to decimate remaining levels of molluscan diversity even 
before a clear picture of what that diversity is becomes clear. 

Our primary goals in working with this group would be;  

1) Identify, and support regional ecologist, systematic biologist and their 
students in doing basic research at this and neighboring sites. 
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2) Partner with regional, and international universities and museums in order 
to increase the opportunities for collaboration for local scientist and to 
maximize the sharing of information to the broader scientific community. 

3) Lay the groundwork for the establishment of in situ captive assurance 
colonies of targeted species that are shown to be rare and or declining. 

4) Identify predatory introduce snail species and establish working plan for 
their monitoring and eradication. 

Annual Fishes 

The annual fishes of the family Rivulinidae are found in both old world and 
neotropical areas with particularly high diversity occurring in Africa and South 
America. They get their name because many species inhabit seasonally temporary 
bodies of water, and persist because their eggs, which are buried in the substrate, 
withstand desiccation by undergoing diapause until the annual rains return. These 
fish are typically characterized by low population densities and extremely high 
rates of endemism. In the neotropics members of this family that exhibit this life 
history trait are almost exclusively native to cerrados and open grasslands of the 
south and southeastern portion of the South American continent. In the Chaco 
region, this habitat, even more so than forested regions, is under tremendous 
pressure from encroaching agricultural and ranching interest for development. It 
should be noted as well, that grassland areas have not received the same level of 
support or attention in Paraguay and surrounding areas as the various forest 
biomes have. Although only moderately surveyed, Paraguay appears to be near 
the center of annual fish diversity in the region with a number of new species 
described in recent years. 

Our Primary goals in working with this group would be; 

1) Work with and support the work of Paraguayan and other regional biologist 
in working with this group. There are several excellent ichthyologist 
working in the area. One gentleman is responsible for more than 80% of 
the published work on this group, so supporting and encouraging students 
will be of vital importance for the future. 

2) Establish in situ captive breeding populations for species identified as under 
threat of being extirpated or rendered extinct. 
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3) Work with local land owners to protect existing, or allow the creation of 
new, small vernal ponds for the protection, and or reintroduction of annual 
fishes. 

Amphibians 

After freshwater fishes, Amphibians are the most threatened group of vertebrates 
in the world. Habitat destruction and the rise of infectious diseases have 
devastated populations around the world and have led to a number of 
extinctions. Unlike invertebrates and other invertebrates, reviews and surveys of 
Chacoan herpetefauna have been published, though in Paraguay these have been 
of a popular or semi technical nature. The point being however is that though a 
great deal is known about what amphibians are found in the region, little is 
known about natural history or conservation status of most species. As stated 
earlier the entire region is undergoing rapid conversion from naturally occurring 
ecosystems to a highly modified agricultural landscape. Amphibians, particularly 
the large number of regional endemics are especially under threat not only by 
habitat loss, but also by potential infectious diseases such as chytrid and, 
rhinovirus. 

Our primary goals in working with this group would be; 

1) Beginning with the area near our primary study site, identify the species 
most impacted by anthropogenic change. 

2) Investigate the capacity of local veterinary colleges to perform PCR testing 
for chytrid. If capacity exist, during the initial surveys and at regular 
intervals thereafter, test local amphibian populations for the presence of 
chytrid fungus. 

3) Make collections and bring into captivity specimens of vulnerable species 
and institute breeding programs to create in situ assurance colonies of 
targeted species. 

4) Work with local land owners to set manage portions of their property in 
ways that are amphibian friendly, and in cases where local populations 
have been extirpated, supply captive reared amphibians for use in 
reintroduction 
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The program will require a multiyear commitment from all parties and will have 
Three principle arms. 

1. Education outreach 
 
a) The public education portion includes the creation of educational 

materials for regional schools and the offering of visiting naturalist 
programs and continuing education workshops for local teachers. 

b) The training of current, and future site employees in the care, feeding, 
and propagation of targeted species. 

2. Field surveys 
 
a) Not much explanation needed here accept to say that this would be a 

useful area to create citizen science programs partnering biologist with 
students and teachers to perform some portions of the field work. 

3. Captive propagation and assurance colonies of selected species. 
 
The exact size of this facet of the proposal will be of course based on 
identified need and initial local resources. Husbandry training will be 
coordinated through the Niabi Zoo with Niabi staff and the staff off other 
institutions providing on sight training of local animal care staff. The Niabi 
Zoo will also commit to hosting reserve staff and providing continuing 
education opportunities (i.e., sponsor enrollment in the AZA amphibian 
management school, set up and sponsor short term internships at 
zoological institutions with large amphibian collections etc.)   
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