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ROCK ISLAND COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE COMMISSION
APRIL 16, 2019 - 6:32 PM
PRESIDENT KAl SWANSON PRESIDING

Karen Kinney, County Clerk, called the roll: (Record)

D. Adams, D. Beck, L. Boswell-Loftin, R. Brunk, L. Burns, D. Cremeens, J. Deppe,
D. Johnston, E. Langdon, K. Maranda, M. Mayberry, D. Mielke, L. Moreno,

P. Moreno, R. Morthland, A. Normoyle, C. O'Brien, R. Oelke, R. Reagan,

R. Simmer, E. Sowards, B. Vyncke, J.R. Westpfahl, K. Swanson

TOTAL PRESENT 24

S. Noyd
TOTAL ABSENT 1

President Swanson introduced Joel Vanderbush, Niabi Zoo Curator of
Conservation and Education. He is addressing the Commission regarding brief
updates on what's going on at the zoo.

Mr. Vanderbush stated, “Thank you, everyone. The last time | was here fo talk with
all of you, we talked a lot about our education efforts and tonight | want to talk
about the other half of my job, which is the conservation effort at the zoo. Many
people seem to be sometimes confused as to what the purpose of the zoo is and
we have defined that in three key messages. The first key message is, of course,
conservation is our purpose. The second is we educate people to inspire them fo
take conservation action. And the third is that everyone can become a
conservation champion. Now, the little packet that was provided to you this
evening kind of summarizes all of that information. Last year, we declared after
some surveys were done and the public perceived us as entertainment as the
supposed purpose of the zoo. We said that we really needed to redefine what
the public sees us as, as far as an institution. So, we launched the Conservation
Inside Speaker Series last year who has a list of all 12 speakers that came to see us
last year. And that was a number of speakers from around the world as well as
our local conservation experts to come out and just begin the conversation about
conservation. And, as we go to conferences around the country, people are
taking note. 1 was just asked to a zoos and aquariums committee conservation
conference in March and a number of the people sought me out specifically to
say, ‘Your conservation series is doing so well...and we are so jealous, we wish we
had it at our zoo too.” And, you know...that's a pretty big statement when very
large zoos are saying that to you. So, that was just an introductionand will
continue that this year. The relationships that we've developed through that
conservation speaker series has been very important to us because we, as many
of you may know, we do have a coins for conservation program at Niabi Zoo. We
choose four conservation projects we are going to support through $.25 of every
single admission that comes through our gate, $.25 goes towards conservation.
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Now, it is a mandate with the Association of Zoos and Aquariums that you commit

-a certain amount of money to conservation efforts. And, over the last year, we've
been able to contribute over $25,000 to conservation. And that's a clappable
thing."”

(Group Applause)

Mr. Vanderbush continued, “Now, here's the thing, though...conservation can't
be just about collecting some money off a check and feeling really good about it
because you just mailed a check to someone. Conservation has to be action.
This year alone, we’ve been able to...in naming a couple of our conservation
partners...one of those is The Painted Dog Research Trust out of Zimbabwe. We
had their field educator came to our zoo in February. His hame is Mashu
Bazuluzulu. You can't get much more Zimbabwe than that. And he came to
help learn how fo do community education in an outreach way that we are able
to do successfully at Niabi; as well as to develop what they call bush camp. We
callit zoo camp, but they want to do it there at their conservation and ecology
center. We spent three days together working on that and then his boss, the
Executive Director Dr. Gregg Rasmuson, just came in the beginning of April; in
which he was one of our conservation speakers last year and is our first returning
speaker that we can officially declare a conservation partnership with The
Painted Dog Research Trust; which is very exciting. Now, as | say conservation
can’'t just be about checks and things going on in Africa and other countries, we
are doing some work and supporting some things there, it also has to take place
in our own backyard. We have a wide variety of items that are up here on the
shelf and some fancy little flyers there and a tiny little tag that says the last straw.
If you look on there, it says Americans use 500 million plastic straws per day and
none of these can be recycled. | am sure you would have to be blind or living in
a hole fo not be aware of the impact that plastic is having on the ocean right
now. A hundred million animals are being affected by this kind of plastic pollution
and we have to be able to try to snip the tie because we sit at the Mississippi
River; which feed directly into the ocean and we can have animpact. People
don’t like to change, so we came up with alternatives. If you are not going to
give up your straw, how about go with something like a stainless steel straw
instead. Sustainable goods and conservation focused items are now being
offered at the Niabi Zoo gift shop so that we can help stand on what we are
preaching. You know, if you don't want to use plastic bags, you have to have an
alternative for people. If you don't want them to use plastic bottles, you have to
have alternative bottles that they can use like the refillable ones. If you don't
want them to use the plastic coffee tops every time you go to Starbucks, you get
one of these things. They have a refillable coffee cup that you can take to
Starbucks and get a discount on your coffee and it still stays warmer much longer
and don’t burn your hands...so, it's pretty great. So, we have to be able to take
conservation to a different level. It can't just be about what's happening in a
country far, far away. It has to be what's happening here in the Quad Cities.
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That's one of the things we are trying to lead and be out in front. We were one of
those organizations that is the impetus to start the Bi-State Conservation Action
Network; which is a large number of conservation organizations in the Quad
Cities. We come together twice a year and talk about what he is facing in Africa
and ironically enough, it's the exact same thing we are all facing here. It tells us
that these ideas are universal and that we can all work together to find solutions.
know it's been a long night. |just wanted to open it up if there are ony queshonse
And, thank you for allowing me to speak this evening.”

Commissioner Mayberry was recognized.

Ms. Mayberry asked, “Thank you. So, | know President Swanson that you and |
had a conversation about this exact topic posted probably posted a year ago
last summer. Are there any efforts being made aside from what we are seeing
tonight with things that are in the gift shop in our Forest Preserve as a whole and at
Niabi Zoo as far as what we are putting out there for the public, the products that
we provide and our snack shops, restaurants etc....2e”

President Swanson stated, “So far, you have alternative straws at Niabi.”

Mr. Vanderbush replied, “Yes. Now, of course, we don't do plastic lids or plastic
straws anywhere in the zoo. We are also offering refillable items because we sell
a cup of soda in arefillable cup, they can bring that cup back and get a deep
discount on refilling it a second time. So, like popcorn buckets and things like
that...we want it to be refillable.”

President Swanson stated, “But to date, that has not been spread...and the next
biggest consumer would be the golf course. | know we have existing stocks there,
but I think it's been brought to Mr. Craver's attention that is something we would
like to shift away from.”

Ms. Mayberry stated, “Absolutely, thank you.”

Commissioner O'Brien was recoghnized.

Ms. O'Brien stated, “I know recently we just approved a vendor to do food. So,
are they following the same pattern by not using unnecessary plastic2”

Mr. Vanderbush answered, “Correct.”
Ms. O’Brien stated, “Ok...in the snack shop and at the zoo?2”
Mr. Vanderbush answered, “At the zoo, that's correct. Some of the other things

we have done is we have eliminated plastic bags from our gift shop because we
want to push people fowards this. And just be thinking about how...convenience
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is sometimes a greater enemy of things only because it's convenient, not because
it’s wise. So, we want to get people to go beyond recycle, reuse but also rethink.”

Ms. O'Brien asked, "Just one more question. Are you doing anything at the zoo for
the birthday this month2”

Mr. Vanderbush answered, "We absolutely are! We will have our birthday
celebration. We know its Easter weekend, but it's also our birthday weekend. We
have special activities at the zoo on Saturday and on Sunday. On Sunday, | will
let you know that we will have the Native American coalition will be out for some
activities on Sunday. They weren't able to come out on Saturday because of
their Pow Wow and that's great. But they said they would commit to coming out
on Sunday. So, we do Earth Day everyday but definitely this weekend.”

Commissioner Mielke was recognized.

Mr. Mielke asked, “Do they make paper straws anymoree When | was a kid, that's
what we had, right2”

Mr. Vanderbush replied, “That's one of the things that we have been looking into.
They do make them and are making a comeback in Europe because they have
banned plastic straws in places like Britain and France. The EU just signed an
agreement fo eliminate plastic straws. So, if it isn't plastic, what is it going to be?
It's got to be the wax paper straws.”

Mr. Mielke stated, “Yeah, we had paper bags, paper straws and milk in bottles
~delivered to your house. We had returnable Pepsi and Coke bottles. | don't know
what happened...and...”

Mr. Vanderbush interjected, "Convenience happened.”

Mr. Mielke stated, “Ok, | was just curious about paper straws, thank you."
Commissioner Boswell-Loftin was recognized.

Ms. Boswell-Loftin stated, “Congratulations to the zoo for the great things that you
are doing there. | was wondering as we prepare to go into the camping season,
will the parks have where you can recycle or recycle opportunities at the place
where you park and camp@¢”

President Swanson stated, “We try to get people to take...I think, at his point,
Jeff...recyclables you take out with you. Do we have any separate recycling bins

at the campsites?2”

Mr. Craver answered, “At the golf course, they have cans for consumers.”
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President Swanson asked, "But at the campgrounds?2”

Mr. Craver answered, “At the campgrounds, no...we don’t have an active
recycling program where campers can do that, they are just dumpsters. That is
something that we can look into.”

President Swanson asked, “May we take that as a suggestion? | think it’s a great
suggestion, so thank you.”

Mr. Vanderbush added, "On that note, we do have a public recycling drop off
now at the zoo in the parking lot. We are moving forward on the plastic reduction
campaign and see these flyers are starting to head toward that direction. So, we
will be rolling that out more in the coming year.”

Commissioner Simmer was recognized.

Mr. Simmer stated, “l would also like to remind everybody that memberships are
available. They have a variety of price points, so grandparents as well as parents
and adult children...there are all kinds of them up there and | just want to say that
if you sit on this Board, you should all participate.”

Mr. Vanderbush stated, “Absolutely. | second thatl”

President Swanson stated, “Thank you. Just remember that the membership card,
in addition to giving you and your family member's free access on a regular and
conftinuing basis, it also gets you into events like the Pints for Preservation, last
weekend's event and that sort of thing.”

Mr. Vanderbush added, “And the Conservation Inside Speaker Series.”

President Swanson stated, “That's right, because there is a charge if you don't
have it.”

Mr. Vanderbush stated, “You have an opportunity to meet these people who are
coming from across the planet to come here to speak to you and that will get you
in for free.”

President Swanson stated, “I will hope you will join me in thanking the entire
leadership team at the zoo for what they are doing, so thank you, Joel.”

Mr. Vanderbush stated, “Thank you very much.”

(Group Applause)

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE
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Mr. Vanderbush added, “At 10 am, | will be doing a Ribbon Cutting ceremony for
our new African Primate Exhibit and it's not just a show of some new monkeys,...it
is obviously for that, but it's also to shine a light on conservationissues facing those
animals from the Congo swamp forests, where they come from in Africa where
bush meat is the greatest crisis over there. Some of you might think of iconic
primates such as Lolas gorillas, bonobos, and chimpanzees are all becoming
extinct because of bush meat. And if you don't know what the bush meat crisis s,
look it up. | am not going to spend all night educating you because that would
take along time. But, itis a $2 billion industry...one hundred eighty thousand
pounds of African bush meat is sold right here in the United States. So, if you don’t
think that itimpacts us here, you've got to look into it more, bush meat prices.
Come upstairs tomorrow at 10 am. If you would like to participate in the ribbon
cutting ceremony, we have got lots of things planned for you.”

President Swanson stated, “In addition to all of that, the two monkey’s Azulu and
Azizi are ridiculously cute...they are. Thank you, Joel, for ’rho’r}updcfe.”

Commissioner Adams moved to approve the March 19, 2019, Forest Preserve
Commission minutes, as presented. Commissioner Simmer seconded.

A voice vote was taken.
Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: (None)
PRESIDENT’'S COMMENTS:

President Swanson stated, “Certainly stole my comments on that, but it was
fantastic. We can remember we have other great facilities and | know you are all
looking for something to do on International Star Wars Day, May 4th (May the
fourth be with you), it happens to be garlic pull day at lliniwek. | don't know if
Loud Thunder is doing one the same day, do you know, Jeff...off hand?2”

Mr. Craver stated, “Not this time.”

President Swanson added, “But I know that Ranger Petersen is hosting a garlic pull
at lliniwek. Come on out and pull some garlic. It's a great day.”

Commissioner Simmer moved to approve the claims in the Forest Preserve
General Fund in the amount of $52,366.35, Niabi Zoo Fund claims in the amount of
$118,507.48, Liability Fund claims in the amount of $351.50, Golf Course
Improvement Fund claims in the amount of $768.86, Loud Thunder Spillway &
Improvement Fund claims in the amount of $116,986.09 and Marvin Martin Fund
claims in the amount of $150.00. Commissioner O'Brien seconded.

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE
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A roll call vote was taken.

D. Adams, D. Beck, L. Boswell-Loftin, R. Brunk, L. Burns, D. Cremeens, J. Deppe,
D. Johnston, E. Langdon, K. Maranda, M. Mayberry, D. Mielke, L. Moreno,

P. Moreno, R. Morthland, A. Normoyle, C. O'Brien, R. Oelke, R. Reagan, R. Simmer,
E. Sowards, B. Vyncke, J.R. Westpfahl

TOTAL YES 23

TOTAL NO 0
Motion carried.

Commissioner Maranda moved to approve the Treasurer's Disbursements in the
amount of $226,739.04. Commissioners Sowards seconded. (Record)

A roll call vote was taken.

D. Adams, D. Beck, L. Boswell-Loftin, R. Brunk, L. Burns, D. Cremeens, J. Deppe,

D. Johnston, E. Langdon, K. Maranda, M. Mayberry, D. Mielke, L. Moreno,

P. Moreno, R. Morthland, A. Normoyle, C. O'Brien, R. Oelke, R. Reagan, R. Simmer,
E. Sowards, B. Vyncke, J.R. Westpfahl

TOTAL YES 23 ‘

TOTAL NO 0

Motion carried.

Commissioner Normoyle moved to waive the reading and approve the Transfers of
Appropriations in the Niabi Zoo Fund, as presented. Commissioner L. Moreno
seconded.

A roll call vote was taken.

D. Adams, D. Beck, L. Boswell-Loftin, R. Brunk, L. Burns, D. Cremeens, J. Deppe,

D. Johnston, E. Langdon, K. Maranda, M. Mayberry, D. Mielke, L. Moreno,

P. Moreno, R. Morthland, A. Normoyle, C. O'Brien, R. Oelke, R. Reagan, R. Simmer,
E. Sowards, B. Vyncke, J.R. Westpfahl

TOTAL YES 23

TOTAL NO 0
Motion carried.
Commissioner O'Brien moved to waive the reading and approve the

appropriation amendment for Niabi Zoo Fund appropriating $50,000.00 for capital
projects, as presented. Commissioner Maranda and Deppe seconded.

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE
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RESOLUTION
Appropriation Amendment for Niabi Zoo Improvements

WHEREAS, additional funds are required in the FY 19 Niabi Zoo Fund
#131 as the Niabi Zoological Society has agreed to reimburse the District for
improvements to the Large Cat House and Primate Exhibit at Niabi Zoo, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Forest Preserve
Commission of Rock Island County, Rock Island, Hllinois, as follows:

SECTION 1. An emergency exists as outlined above.

SECTION 2. An amount of $50,000.00 be transferred from
additional donated funds in the Niabi Zoo Fund #131 to the

following:
AMOUNT APPROPRIATION DESCRIPTION
$50,000.00 131-32-364.10 Contributions from other sources

$50,000.00  131-32-08 766 Building & Remodeling over $5,000

SECTION 3. This Resolution to become effective immediately.

ADOPTED by the Rock Island County Forest Preserve Commission, Rock
Island County, lilinois, this 9" day of April, 2019.

/4 e

. . » 73 L)
Kai Swanson, President Kareanmney, Secretary
Forest Preserve Commission Forest Preserve Commission

39
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10.

1.

A roll call vote was taken.

D. Adams, D. Beck, L. Boswell-Loftin, R. Brunk, L. Burns, D. Cremeens, J. Deppe,

D. Johnston, E. Langdon, K. Maranda, M. Mayberry, D. Mielke, L. Moreno,

P. Moreno, R. Morthland, A. Normoyle, C. O'Brien, R. Oelke, R. Reagan, R. Simmer,
E. Sowards, B. Vyncke, J.R. Westpfahl

TOTAL YES 23

TOTAL NO 0
Motion carried.

Commissioner Maranda moved to approve the purchase of a John Deere 4066R
from Holland & Sons out of the Golf Course Improvement fund, as presented.
Commissioners Simmer and Mayberry seconded.

A roll call vote was taken.

D. Adams, D. Beck, L. Boswell-Loftin, R. Brunk, L. Burns, D. Cremeens, D. Johnston,
E. Langdon, K. Maranda, M. Mayberry, D. Mielke, L. Moreno, P. Moreno,

R. Morthland, A. Normoyle, C. O'Brien, R. Oelke, R. Reogon R. Simmer, E. Sowards,
B. Vyncke, J.R. Westpfahl

TOTAL YES 22

TOTAL NO 0
Motion carried.

Comments from Commissioners
Commissioner Mayberry was recognized.

Ms. Mayberry asked, “l just have a quick question as to where we are with the new
cabin project at Loud Thunder, the progress2”

President Swanson answered, “We are not there yet, Jeff, | don't know if you have
anything to say on that but they are in the order of improvement projects...and Ms.
Mayberry is asking about the cabin project.”

Mr. Craver stated, “Well first off, the campground improvement project is tied to the
OSLAD Grant. We have signed out state of wards and are waiting on a grant from
the state. We can’t start any work being reimbused for that until we have the
grant from the state. So, we are on a holding pattern there. And, as far as the
cabin project...it fies directly to the cost of what we will have remaining from the
campground project. Strand Engineering is working on the design and we are
trying to wiggle out a couple of issues that have come up in regards to that, mainly

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE
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12.

trying to find a suitable kit that will ease the State and County Building Codes. So,
it's still a work in progress and when | have something finalized and ready to put it
up for bid, | will submit that and put it in front of all of you.”

President Swanson stated, “That's an opportunity to remind the Commission that we
wouldn't have had without that $400,000 State grant had it not been for the
initiative of Mr. Craver. So, thank you for that.”

Commissioner O'Brien was recognized.

Ms. O'Brien stated, “On a positive note, | just heard on the radio recently, there was
discussion from a local person calling in on a program on talk radio about how
great Scott County is with their cabins that they have currently, which we are trying
to build. And the comments that were made by this lady who called in was, ‘Hey,
our family doesn’t have a lot of vacation travel time these days, but we can go to
the cabins in Scott County. It's clean, it's nice and our kids don't know that we
aren’t at some fancy park in another State, they just think we are on vacation.’ It's
a great value, so | look forward to something like that being offered in Rock Island
County someday.”

President Swanson stated, “But ours will be a lot better.”
Ms. O'Brien added, “Well, | hope so.”
(Group Laughter)

President Swanson asked, "Any other comments from Commissionerse | would like
to express gratitude to Commissioner Simmer for covering while | had a work
conflict last week. | appreciate it very, very much. | hope you had a chance to
look at those reports because there is just an awful lot of good stuff happening in
your Forest Preserve District.”

Commissioner Maranda moved to approve all the Routine Reports from the
Director and Department Heads of the Forest Preserve Commission.
Commissioner Cremeens seconded. (Record)

A voice vote was taken.

Motion carried.

President Swanson stated, “Just a quick summary of some things, the camping is
open for the season, however, you will need a waterproof tent with some

pontoons on it at llliniwek, that is inhibiting some of that but we are on target.
Niabi Zoo opened up this past Saturday...we really hope you'll join us if your

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE
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schedules allow tomorrow morning at 10 am at the zoo. It's going to be a very
special celebration.”

The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Commission is Tuesday, May 21, 2019,
immediately following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board.

President Swanson declared the Forest Preserve Meeting recessed.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

KAREN KINNEY
COUNTY CLERK AND SECRETARY
OF THE FOREST PRESERVE COMMISSION

KK:rw
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* S8
COUNTY OF ROCK ISLAND *

10 CUUNL I DUARLD D/ 14/4U1Y

SESSION

MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COUNTY BOARD,

YOUR COMMITTEE ON  FOREST PRESERVE REPORTS THAT THEY HAVE EXAMINED ALL CLAIMS
PRESENTED BEFORE THEM BY THE COMMITTEE TO PAY CLAIMS PRIOR TO BOARD ACTION.

55-ILCS 5/1-6003, 55-ILCS 5/1-6006 1996 ILLINOIS COMPILED STATUTES.

APPROPRIATION NUMBER
____VENDOR FUND DEPT BASICEL. OBJ. DATE CK# AMOUNT
Blackhawk Bank & Trust 130 | 32 92 873.00 | 4/2119 | AWD 291.62
Blackhawk Bank & Trust 130 | 32 90 873.00 | 4/2119 | AWD 24.00
Mercury Payment Systems 130 | 32 91 873.00 | 4/8/19 | ACH 315.85
RI County Health Department 130 | 32 91 631.00 | 4/18/19 | 705581 125.00
Petty Cash - Indian Bluff 130 | 32 92 526.00 | 4/26/19 | 705582 5,211.07
Petty Cash - Indian Bluff 130 | 32 92 991.12 | 4/26/19 | 705582 582.00
Petty Cash - Indian Buff 130 | 32 92 631.00 | 4/26/19 | 705582 300.00
Blackhawk Bank & Trust 131 | 32 10 873.00 | 4/219 | AWD 77.18
Total 6,926.72

FOREST PRESERVE PRESIDENT
MEMBER

MEMBER
MEMBER

MEMBER
MEMBER

MEMBER

MEMBER
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Transfers of Appropriation

WHEREAS, the Forest Preserve Commission of Rock Island County,
llinois, has adopted Annual Budgets and Appropriation Ordinances for the fiscal
period beginning July 1, 2018 and ending June 30, 2019, and

WHEREAS, it now appears desirable and necessary that certain
adjustments be made between Appropriation Items in the Forest Preserve Fund
and Niabi Zoo Fund in said Annual Appropriation Ordinances, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Forest Preserve
Commission of Rock Island County, lllinois, that the amounts set forth below are
hereby transferred from the unexpended balance of certain appropriation items in
the Forest Preserve Fund as contained in said Budgets and Appropriation
Ordinances to certain other such Appropriation ltems within the same Fund, as
follows: within the same Fund, as follows:

Amount Appropriation # Description Revised

$ 3,830.00 from 130-32-92 522 Operating Supplies $ 62,695.00
$ 600.00 to 130-32-92 632 Communications $ 6,727.00
$ 1,000.00 to 130-32-92 631 Professional Services $ 13,885.00
$ 2,230.00 to 130-32-92 764 Machine & Equipment $1000-4999 $ 2,230.00
$ 2,000.00 from 130-32-91 524 Small Tools & Equipment $ 7,700.00
$ 5,094.00 from 130-32-91411.10 Seasonal Salaries & Wages $ 48,985.00
$ 45.00 to  130-32-91 527 Books & Periodicals $ 45.00
$ 1,000.00 to  130-32-91 632 Communications $ 8,330.00
$ 58.00 to 130-32-91 633 Travel $ 1,023.00
$ 5,700.00 to  130-32-91 638 Repairs & Maintenance $ 14,261.00
$ 291.00 to  130-32-91 639 Rentals $ 1,017.00
$ 6,666.00 from 130-32-10 644 Outside Contractual $ 21,111.00
$ 2,500.00 to 130-32-10 631 Professional Services $ 18,975.00
$ 150.00 to 130-32-10 632 Communications $ 2,380.00
$ 16.00 to  130-32-10991.12 Transfer to Other Agencies $ 112,516.00
$ 4,000.00 to 130-32-90 631 Professional Services $ 16,000.00
$ 1,140.00 from 130-32-90 635 Printing & Duplicating $ 460.00
$ 1,140.00 to  130-32-90 523 Repairs & Maintenance Supplies $ 13,140.00
$ 500.00 from 130-32-90 522 Operating Supplies $ 23,765.00
$ 500.00 to  130-32-90 632 Communications $ 4,905.00
$ 574.00 from 131-32-RC 522 Operating Supplies $ 1,551.00
$ 574.00 to  131-32-RC 632 Communications $ 574.00
$ 46.00 from 131-32-RC 522 Operating Supplies $ 1,505.00
$ 46.00 to  131-32-RC 632 Communications $ 620.00
$ 15,000.00 from 131-32-08 767 Infrastructure over $15,000 $ 51,553.00
$ 10,986.00 from 131-32-18 763 Infrastructure $2000-14999 $ 4,014.00
$ 5,369.00 from 131-32-18 767 Infrastructure over $15,000 $ (9.76)
$ 15,000.00 from 131-32-18 522 Operating Supplies $ 32,500.00
$ 10,000.00 from 131-32-18 523 Repair & Maintenance Supplies $ 27,138.00
$ 13,138.36 from 131-32-10991.12 Transfer to Other Agencies $ 209,611.64
$ 69,493.36 to  131-32-08 766 Building & Remodeling over $5000 $ 344,743.36
$ 2,291.25 from 131-32-08 762 Buildings $2000-$4999 $ 2,055.75
$ 548.05 from 131-32-10991.12 Transfer to Other Agencies $ 209,063.59
$ 2,839.30 to 131-32-08 766 Building & Remodeling over $5000 $ 347,582.66
$ 17,000.00 from 131-32-10991.12 Transfer to Other Agencies }892,063.59
$ 20,000.00 from 131-32-08 631 Professional Services 137,250.00



$ 10,000.00 from 131-32-18 637 Utilities $108,900.00
$ 603.00 to 131-32-RC 631 Professional Services $683.00
$ 46,397.00 to 131-32-10 631 Professional Services $154,356.00

ADOPTED by the Forest Preserve Commission of Rock Island County,
Rock Island, lllinois on the 21st day of May, 2019.
The Revised Appropriations shall be in full force and effect from and after this date.
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Corporate Authorization Resolution

BLACKHAWK BANK & TRUST By:ROCK ISLAND COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT
19406 LOUD THUNDER ROAD
ILLINOIS CITY, ILLINOIS 61259

301 4TH ST. WEST

MILAN, IL 61264-1100

Referred to in this document as "Financial Institution” Referred to in this document as ['Corporation”

1, KAREN KINNEY » certify that I am Secretary (clerk) of the above named corporation
organized under the laws of iLLINOIS , Federal Employer L.D. Number
46-3206576 , engaged in business under the trade name of ROCK ISLAND COUNTY FOREST ERVE DISTRICT

, and that the resolutions on this document are a correct copy of the resolutions adopted at a
meeting of the Board of Directors of the Corporation duly and properly called and held on 5/21/2019
(date). These resolutions appear in the minutes of this meeting and have not been rescinded or modified.

Agents. Any Agent listed below, subject to any written limitations, is authorized to exercise the powers granted as
indicated below:

Name and Title or Position Signature Facsimile Signature
(if used)
A.LOUISA EWERT- TREASURER X X
B. JEFF CRAVER- DIRECTOR ; X X
C. KAl SWANSON-pres of forest pre. comm. X X
D X X
E X X
F X X
s e N R S o
Woiters Kluwer Financial Services © 2015 Fage 1 of 4
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Powers Granted. (Attach one or more Agents to each power by placing the letter corresponding to their name in the

area before each power. Following each power indicate the number of Agent signatures required tg exercise the
power.) :

Indicate A, B, C, Description of Power Indicate number
D, E and/or F of signatures
required
ABC (1) Exercise all of the powers listed in this resolution,
(2) Open any deposit or share account(s) in the name of the Corporation. 2
(3) Endorse checks and orders for the payment of money or otherwise 2
withdraw or transfer funds on deposit with this Financial Institution.
(4) Borrow money on behalf and in the name of the Corporation, sign, 2
execute and deliver promissory notes or other evidences of
indebtedness.
(5) Endorse, assign, transfer, mortgage or pledge bills receivable, 2

warehouse receipts, bills of lading, stocks, bonds, real estate or other
property now owned or hereafter owned or acquired by the Corporation
as security for sums borrowed, and to discount the same,
unconditionally guarantee payment of all bills received, negotiated or
discounted and to waive demand, presentment, protest, notice of protest
and notice of non-payment,

(6) Enter into a written lease for the purpose of renting, maintaining, 2
accessing and terminating a Safe Deposit Box in this Financial
Institution.

(7) Other: ASSIGN ELECTRONIC BANKING ACCESS FOR THE ABOVE NAMED 1

COMPANY BY MEANS OF ADDITIONAL E-CHIEF APPLICATION OR ECORP

Limitations on Powers. The following are the Corporation's express limitations on the powers granted under this
resolution.

Resolutions
The Corporation named on this resolution resolves that,

(1) The Financial Institution is designated as a depository for the funds of the Corporation and to provide other
financial accommodations indicated in this resolution.

(2) This resolution shall continue to have effect until express written notice of its rescission or modification has been
received and recorded by the Financial Institution. Any and all prior resolutions adopted by the Board of Directors
of the Corporation and certified to the Financial Institution as governing the operation of this corporation's
account(s), are in full force and effect, until the Financial Institution receives and acknowledges an express written
notice of its revocation, modification or replacement. Any revocation, modification or replacement of a resolution
must be accompanied by documentation, satisfactory to the Financial Institution, establishing th authority for the
changes.

(3) The signature of an Agent on this resolution is conclusive evidence of their authority to act on behalf of the
Corporation. Any Agent, so long as they act in a representative capacity as an Agent of the Corporation, is
authorized to make any and all other contracts, agreements, stipulations and orders which they ay deem
advisable for the effective exercise of the powers indicated on page one, from time to time with the Financial
Institution, subject to any restrictions on this resolution or otherwise agreed to in writing.

Corporation: Authorization VMPC158 (06123
Bznkers Systems T VAP® CA-1 3M/204
Wouers Kivwer Financial Services © 2016 Pego2 ot 4
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(4) All transactions, if any, with respect to any deposits, withdrawals, rediscounts and borrowin%)s by or on behalf of
the Corporation with the Financial Institution prior to the adoption of this resolution are hereby ratified, approved
and confirmed. |

- |
(5) The Corporation agrees to the terms and conditions of any account agreement, properly opened by any Agent of
the Corporation. The Corporation authorizes the Financial Institution, at any time, to charge the Corporation for
all checks, drafts, or other orders, for the payment of money, that are drawn on the Financial Institution, so long
as they contain the required number of signatures for this purpose.

(6) The Corporation acknowledges and agrees that the Financial Institution may furnish at its discretion automated
access devices to Agents of the Corporation to facilitate those powers authorized by this resolution or other
resolutions in effect at the time of issuance, The term "automated access device" includes, but is not limited to,
credit cards, automated teller machines (ATM), and debit cards. ‘

(7) The Corporation acknowledges and agrees that the Financial Institution may rely on alternative signature and
verification codes issued to or obtained from the Agent named on this resolution. The term "alternative signature
and verification codes" includes, but is not limited to, facsimile signatures on file with the Financial Institution,
personal identification numbers (PIN), and digital signatures. If a facsimile signature specimen has been provided
on this resolution, (or that are filed separately by the Corporation with the Financial Institution from time to time)
the Financial Institution is authorized to treat the facsimile signature as the signature of the Agent(s) regardless of
by whom or by what means the facsimile signature may have been affixed so long as it resembles the facsimile
signature specimen on file. The Corporation authorizes each Agent to have custody of the Corporation's private
key used to create a digital signature and to request issuance of a certificate listing the corres nding public key.
The Financial Institution shall have no responsibility or liability for unauthorized use of alternative signature and
verification codes unless otherwise agreed in writing.

Pennsylvania. The designation of an Agent does not create a power of attorney; therefore, Agents are not subject to
the provisions of 20 Pa.C.S.A. Section 5601 et seq. (Chapter 56; Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries Code) unless the
agency was created by a separate power of attorney. Any provision that assigns Financial Institution rights to act on
behalf of any person or entity is not subject to the provisions of 20 Pa.C.S.A. Section 5601 et seq. (Chapter 56;
Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries Code).

Corporation Authorization VMPC188 (0612
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Effect on Previous Resolutions. This resolution supersedes resolution dated 5/21/2019
completed, all resolutions remain in effect.

Certification of Authority

. If not

I further certify that the Board of Directors of the Corporation has, and at the time of adoption of this resolution had,
full power and lawful authority to adopt the resolutions stated above and to confer the powers granted above to the
persons named who have full power and lawful authority to exercise the same. (Apply seal below where appropriate. )

U If checked, the Corporation is a non-profit corporation.

In Witness Whereof, I have subscribed my name to this document and affixed the seal of the Corpo
05/15/2018 (date).

Secretary Attest by One Other Officer

KAREN KINNEY KAl S SWANSON

ration on

For Financial Institution Use Only

Acknowledged and received on (date) by (initials)
O This resolution is superseded by resolution dated : .

Comments:

lon Authorization
Bankers Systems M VMP®
VWoiters or Financial Services © 2016

M

PC158 (0612
CA-1 3/11201
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Forest

Preserve
District

Rock Island County, Illinois

BID TABULATION

FOREST PRESERVE COMMITTEE MEETING

May 14, 2019 - 3:30 P.M. (bid opening 4/23/2019)

Niabi Zoo Perimeter Fence Project - Niabi Zoo — Bid ID#:2019-001
Requested by — Lee Jackson, Niabi Zoo Director

Bidders Lump Sum Warranty
& Special Provisions

Lovewell Fencing, INC
21060 Holden Drive $82,000.00 1 year installation warranty
Davenport, IA 52806

Note: All Bids subject to Forest Preserve Commission Board approval — May 21%, 2019- 5:30 PM
Bids Submitted by Jeffrey Craver, Forest Preserve Director
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Contains 30%
recycled post-consumer fiber

Rock
Island
County

May 3rd, 2019

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNTY BOARD:

Accompanying this letter is the Treasurers’ monthly report of Financial Status as of
April 30", 2019 and Interest received on Forest Preserve Funds invested for the month
of April, 2019, as the tenth month of the fiscal year, compared with the prior year
follows:

Current year interest for April, 2019 $11,920.00
Prior year interest for April, 2018 $ 8,827.00
Current year accrual ending April 30", 2019 $123,005.00
Prior year accrual ending April 30", 2018 $ 50,170.00

Monthly interest is still 2.46%, which is no change from last month

Very truly yours,

Louisa Ewert
County Treasurer

LE/mc

LOUISA EWERT, COUNTY TREASURER

SUE ALBERTS, CHIEF DEPUTY
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PO Box 3277, Rock Island IL 61204-3277
Phone (309) 558-3510 * Fax (309) 558-3511
www.rockistandcounty.org
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Report to Forest Preserve Committee

Indian Bluff

For the Month of April Forest
Preserve

District

Rock Island County, Hinois

The month of April can be summed up in one word..... RAIN! The crew and I stayed busy nonetheless
completing several necessary spring time tasks.

Grounds/Building Maintenance performed

Reactivated and serviced our irrigation system

Continual mowing of the entire facility

Sprayed greens, fairways, and approaches for seedhead suppression
Sliced all fairways and approaches

Raked and edged bunkers

Rolled and mowed greens daily

Cleaned and organized our storage facilities

Continual cleanup of tree debris as necessary

Daily course setup and preparation

Verti-Drained and airway spiked all putting surfaces

Equipment repairs and/or project performed
e New blades on Lastec mower
® Fixed hydraulic leak on our skid steer
Course/General facility conditions- Course looks great despite the adverse weather conditions
Incidents- None
Accidents reports- None
Weather conditions- Rainy and Cool!!!
Park/Capital Improvement Projects- We are putting the finishing touches on a few new tee complexes
we built and are looking forward to opening them soon.
Other misc. notes Upcoming Items— Hoping for a much drier May so we can make the most of our

2019 golf season

This report was prepared by: Jay Verstracte Date: 5/8/19
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Indian Bluff Clubhouse Report — May 2019

April Sales Numbers: 2019 2018 2017

Total 2019 season passes sold: 109 112 113

2019 season passes sold in April: 50 56 38

Rounds played: 1,623 1,602 2,068

Golf Revenue’s: $27,853.60 $24,726.37 $31,913.67
Concession’s: $7,607.65 $6,700.10 $9,604.75
Season pass revenue: $33,990.00 $36,600.00 $23,625.00
ProShop: $2,099.81 $4,160.28 $4,697.46
Improvement Fund: $1816.25 $1728.00 $2325.25
Total Revenue for April: $71,551.06 $72,186.75 $72,077.88
Avg Spent/Player $23.14 $22.21 $23.43

April overall in many ways mirrored April of 2018, not a very good month overall. Temperatures for the month
were below average, and above precipitation. One of the big differences is rain this season came late in the month,
last season it was early in the month. Overall for most of the month numbers ran higher than the same early
month numbers from 2018. However, being closed 3 of the last 4 days of April and losing all the league business for
those days, brought the overall numbers down to comparable to 2018. Looking closely at the numbers, golf
revenues were up, concession sales were up, rounds played were up ever so slightly (pretty similar), overall total
sales down just slightly from 2018. Average money spent per player was back up to near 2017 levels. This tells us
we had a few more paying customers play in April, and a few less season pass players play.

Season pass sales have remained fairly steady for the last few years. As we enter May, we still will likely sell a few
more passes, but the sales will be much less. We appear to be on track to have similar season pass sales to 2018.

League play began in full by the end of April, with most all of the leagues losing one week of play due to inclement
weather at the end of the month. Most of the leagues will make up that lost day later in the season. Most leagues
are bringing a similar number of players as they brought in 2018, we added one very small league on Thursday
afternoons this season. Thursdays continue to be our biggest league night with 124 league players every Thursday
afternoon.

Outing season is off to an early start this year, with Indian Bluff Golf Course hosting the Illinois Court and Probation
Services Association Golf Outing on April 23. The association tells me this was the biggest event they have ever
hosted with 17 teams coming out to play Indian Bluff. This event was held in conjunction with their annual
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convention which was held in Rock Island County this season. The event went extremely well, everyone seemed
very happy. Unfortunately, with the convention changing locations every year, they will not be a normal returning
outing.

The new Yamaha Quiet-tech golf carts arrived the third week of April. The old carts have been sent to Harris Golf
Cars as part of the trade in price. Customers really seem to like the new carts, as they are quieter, run more
smooth, feel more stable, and have USB ports for charging their personal electronics.

Clubhouse staff has remained busy with the general upkeep of the facility inside, and getting re-acclimated to the
golf course as we prepare for the busy season that is quickly approaching. Some of the duties staff has been busy
with include:

¢ General upkeep of the Clubhouse

® Stocking and organizing Proshop as product arrives

¢ Cleaning and preparing Outside concession stand

e Stock up and open outside concession stand for season

* Working to keep golf carts clean (never ending process with the weather right now)
* Began regular fuel schedule for golf carts

Looking ahead to May, the leagues have all started and staff will be busy taking care of their needs along with
increasing daily play as the weather warms up. Outing season is set to begin this month, with three golf outings on
tap:

¢ |IBEW Apprentice Outing May 10
® John Deere Outing May 17
® Habitat for Humanity on May 19

We also held our Membership Appreciation Day for the Spring on Saturday May 4. Turn out was only ok, not as big
as in past years.
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Report to Forest Preserve Committee

Name of Park Illiniwek

Forest
For the Month of April 2019 Preserve

District

Rock Island County, Ilinois
Grounds Maintenance — The Mississippi river continues to be above major flood stage so the river primitive sites remain

closed. The amount of rain we have received has created ponding on the hill primitive sites so they are closed as well. Staff

has started mowing weekly at Illiniwek and Dorrance. Staff has also weed eated a few times.

Building Maintenance Projects Performed— Staff and the campground host began cleaning the restroom and shower
buildings on a daily basis. Small plumbing fixes have been necessary throughout the month but nothing major.

Equipment repairs and/or projects performed— No equipment repairs this month.

Trails/Course/General facility conditions— Trails were closed often in April due to wet conditions. FORC has some small
maintenance items to accomplish on the Illiniwek trail system like berm repair. The trails were in great shape for the
Abermination race on the 5. The GRT through Illiniwek has been closed at the boat ramp parking lot because of very high
flooding and the trail is under water.

Vandalism report- No vandalism to report

Incidents— No incidents

Accidents reports—No accidents

Weather conditions— Temps slightly below normal.

Activities/Events/Outings held at park— No activities in April. The beginning of May has been busy with the garlic mustard
pull on May 4%, Tails on the Trails May 5™, and the Abermination mountain bike race. The garlic mustard pull had 7
volunteers pull enough mustard to fill the bed of a pick up truck. Tails on the Trails had 159 people attend at Dorrance. The
Abermination had 180 racers register for the race.

Items to be bid by Purchasing— Illiniwek will receive a trade-in value from Holland and Sons as well for the WAM and
quotes for the purchase of two new pieces of equipment. One for Illiniwek and the other for Indian Bluff.

Upcoming Activities — Coming up in June Illiniwek will have a local National Trails Day event at Illiniwek. We are planning
to have a food truck and local trail groups like FORC will have booths set up to educate about trails and teach beginner bike
riding skills. On May 18 Illiniwek is sponsoring a honeysuckle removal event from 10am —noon. Pizza will be served to
volunteers at noon.

Misc. — The wet weather has prevented staff from finishing needed work at Dorrance like tree removal, installing drainage tile,

and fencing on diamond 1 and 2.

This report was prepared by:__Mike Petersen Date__5-5-2019
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Loud Thunder Forest Preserve
Report for April 2019

During the month of April Loud Thunder has been extremely busy preparing for another camping season
here on the park. It should not come as news to anyone reading this but we have experienced record
rains and cool temperatures here at Loud Thunder which have made work much more challenging.
Route 92 or Andalusia road has been closed due to waters being over the road for the majority of the
month. These closures have discouraged a lot of our patrons who would normally be patronizing Loud
Thunder this time of year.

We began the month with turning on all water here. This typically takes approximately one week to get
four shelters, two shower buildings, a dozen hydrants, and the boat rental ready to operate. Staff was
able to accomplish the task in only four days. | did choose to wait until the second week of July to turn
water on because overnight temps were still in the high 20’s late in March early April and my shower
buildings and shelters are not equipped with heat.

Staff have been working on constructing two bridges on the Sac Fox trail as weather permits. In order
to build both bridges, staff have battled poor footing and several rainy days while building these bridges
in a remote area of trail here on the park. The bridges are both rated to support up to 9,000 Ibs. so our
equestrian friends and our maintenance equipment can both safely utilize them.

While the bridge construction has been going on | have had to pull staff off that project to support the
Blackhawk College students who are working down at our boat rental. We had to perform all the
excavation for the students to begin forming up the seawall that they are currently poring. This new
seawall will stop the shoreline erosion and make the overall aesthetics of the boat rental more
appealing to patrons. Blackhawk students will also be pouring a small boat launch to assist staff with
putting our fleet in and out of the water every spring and fall, installing a hydrant at the shoreline for
cleaning our boats, and pouring sidewalk to assist people with disabilities while boarding our boats. The
students are making great progress on this project, and are also having to work around the large
amounts of precipitation we have been receiving.

Revenues have been lower that | had hoped for the month of April. | was hoping after that long winter
we all endured folks would be lining up to get out here and enjoy the preserve. Lake George remaining
drawn down, poor weather conditions, road closures, and cooler weather conditions have created too
many reasons for folks to find other ways to spend their free time. With the river levels lowering and a
break from the rains we should be seeing much more patronage in the near future.

I have received another request (attached) from Jeremy Duffy to hold an off road trail running race here
at Loud Thunder in September again this fall. He has no problem providing me with proof of insurance
for his event and will be working directly with me for route approval as we did last fall. | would
recommend that this committee approve this request as this group held a fun event that actually ended
up donating around $350 back to Loud Thunder when they were done last year.

Ben Mills Head Ranger Loud Thunder Forest Preserve/Martin Conservation Area

Date: 5/7/19
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4st3 Hike - 2019

This trail run will take place within the Loud Thunder Forest Preserve, showcasing the trails and
challenging terrain that it offers. This event is tentatively scheduled to take place on Saturday, 28Sep19.
The start time has yet to be determined but would likely begin around 8am. The race organization
(Gated Management) will again secure insurance for this event.

This will be a timed event (4 hours), allowing participants to run as much or as little as they would like.
The current course would be a 1 mile loop that participants would repeat over and over again. Not only
will it be mentally taxing running the same loop for 4 hours, but this course boasts over 300’ of elevation
gain and 300’ of elevation loss per loop. After the 2018 event, the participants raved about this being
the toughest course in the Quad City area!

Besides allowing participants an opportunity to experience what the Loud Thunder trail systems offer,
we again, plan to take the majority of the proceeds and donate them back to the park. Last year with
race funds and a donation from one of our sponsors, we gave back $350! This was with a small turnout
and a ton of great support from some amazing sponsors. The 2019 event looks to be even bigger based
on the feedback we’ve received since the race last year.

After a successful first year event and great dealings with Ben, we would love an opportunity to come
back and host the event again this year!

Jeramy Duffee, owner of Gated Management, is an RRCA Certified Running Coach and ACE Certified
Personal Trainer. He brings an extensive event background over from the entertainment and
professional sports industries. He’s been consistently running for over a decade and has spent the last 6
years running ultramarathons. While an ultra is defined as a race 31 miles or greater, he's covered all of
the standard distances up to and including multiple 100 mile finishes.
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Report to Forest Preserve Committee
Name of Park: Loud Thunder
For the Month of:  April 2019
Building & Grounds Maintenance performed—

Staff changed trash as needed

Staff mowed when conditions would support the mowers
Staff picked up litter on park as needed

Staff turned water on

Staff removed hazard trees as needed

Staff reinstalled solar powered light at public boat launch
Staff prepped area for boat rental renovation

Equipment repairs and/or project performed— Staff preformed daily standard pre and post operation checks on all
equipment daily when utilizing a piece of equipment.

e Staff washed all equipment
® Staff performed pre and post operational inspections on all equipment utilized daily

General facility conditions— The preserve is in good shape however, we are having difficulty mowing all the grass as the
grounds have been saturated and mowers would do more damage than good.

Weather conditions—We have experienced large amounts of precipitation and cooler temps for the majority of the
month of April.

Activities/Events/Outings held at park— Our recent inclement weather during the month of April led to a park patronage
decline. However, when the temps rose to tolerable rates | witnessed higher than normal visitation. Our temperatures
are starting to normalize now so | anticipate patronage to normalize as well.

Park Improvement Projects— Here are just a few of the park improvement projects that staff is working on currently, and
will continue working on moving forward.

* Moving forward with Loud Thunder Forest Management plan- Ongoing
® Preparation for 15.4 acre prairie planting in December or January of 2018- We will be mowing and spraying this
field in the month of July to complete planting preparation for the winter planting.
¢ We will be constructing two new bridges on our Sac Fox Trail as soon as the weather permits/ one is done and the
other just needs the decking to be installed
® Ongoing trail improvements to trail south of horse corral
o Trail signage installation- July 2018
o Trail mapping- Complete
o Finish trail crossings- Ongoing
o Create a new accurate trail map which will include interpretive signage- Ongoing

This report was prepared by Ben Mills Date: May 7, 2019
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Forest preserve committee report for April 2019
5/8/2019

Prepared by Lee Jackson

Collections

e |Instillation of graphics for mixed primate exhibit completed. Ribbon cutting took place on
4/17/19 at 10 am.

e Received 1 male African Crested porcupine from the Phoenix zoo.

e Received a male Rock Hyrax from the Dallas World Aquarium.

Facilities and exhibits

e Began installing additional dig barriers around the perimeter fence.

e Installed shade structures on Australian exhibit aviaries.

e Foundation poured for outdoor primate exhibit. Enclosure should be completed first week of
June.

Education

e Hosted 2 birthday parties

e Hosted 3 classes on 4/6. These were the last of the spring series (Animal Tales, Animal
Adventures, Animal Expeditions)

e Performed 6 Zoo2U programs.

Guest Services
FRONT GIFT SHOP:

e $13,910in sales for April for the Gift Shop.
e Training all staff on customer service and cross training at different departments.

BACK GIFT SHOP:
e Opened May 4™ weekends only, it will be open through the week starting May 20™.
CONCESSIONS:

e Qverall, going well. The health inspector came and we are currently working on some items that
need to be addressed.

MEMBERSHIP:

e We are currently awaiting our new membership cards. We finished up the old ones and
MindFire has created new ones that will include our new logo. As of right now, anyone
purchasing a membership card will be given a temporary card.

CAROUSEL:

e Maintenance is working on getting all the lights to work on the carousel.
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EVENTS:

e April 13" was opening day and Members Only Egg Hunt. Both events went well and we had a
little over 600 guest show up for the Egg Hunt!

e May 11" Make A Wish will be having their Walk for Wishes event here at Niabi. This will be the
2" year they are holding the event here.

e In celebration of Memorial Day weekend on Saturday, May 25 the first 500 kids through the
door will get a small Alpaca plush toy!

e |nthe process of contacting Food Truck vendors for this year’s Pints for Preservation! Mindfire is
also going to have our Sponsorship forms and Pints poster done by the end of this month so we
can start distributing them out.

SCOOTERBUG:
e Pricing for 2019-Singles/$5, Doubles/$7, Wheelchairs/$5 and ECV’s/$20.00.
HURRICANE SIMULATOR:

e Our hurricane simulator machine took a hit this winter. The company will be replacing the
current one we have with a new one in the weeks to come.

PEPSI:
e New pricing for water this year is $3. All other products are $4.
WEBSITE:

e  Working with Mindfire to tweak somethings in regards to Field Trips and working on setting up
email confirmations to guest for all of our forms that they may fill out. This will also include
when they purchase a membership or adopt.

Carousel

e Maintenance is working to repair damage done to the carousel canopy by heavy snow loads.
Currently waiting delivery of parts.

Misc.

Developed proposal for international conservation program to be led by Niabi Zoo. Please see
accompanying document.
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Paraguay conservation project proposal

The conservation and investigatory work | would like to put forward focuses on
three distinct and little studied animal groups (two vertebrates, and one
invertebrate) in the Chaco region of Paraguay. It is hoped that by looking at the
distribution, diversity and abundance, of these taxa in general, and more narrowly
focused members of sub taxa, across both pristine and human impacted areas, a
working plan for the conservation of less charismatic fauna can be devised and
supported.

Taxa

The animals of primary focus belong to three relatively unstudied groups in the
“Southern Cone” region of South America and have especially gone
uninvestigated in Paraguay:

1. Terrestrial mollusk
2. Endemic annual fishes of the family Rivulinidae
3. Chacoan Amphibians, most specifically frogs of the genus Melanophriniscus

Terrestrial mollusk

As a group these animals are understudied even in areas that benefit from
decades of biological field research. No benchmarks for levels of abundance exist
for any species in this region, and while several neighboring countries have
published list of known species within their borders, no such basic information
exist for Paraguay.

The Gran Chaco in recent decades has been subject to rapid dramatic
environmental alterations largely due to conversion to agriculture and ranching.
This, along with the documented introduction of the snail eating giant African
land snail threaten to decimate remaining levels of molluscan diversity even
before a clear picture of what that diversity is becomes clear.

Our primary goals in working with this group would be;

1) Identify, and support regional ecologist, systematic biologist and their
students in doing basic research at this and neighboring sites.
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2) Partner with regional, and international universities and museums in order
to increase the opportunities for collaboration for local scientist and to
maximize the sharing of information to the broader scientific community.

3) Lay the groundwork for the establishment of in situ captive assurance
colonies of targeted species that are shown to be rare and or declining.

4) Identify predatory introduce snail species and establish working plan for
their monitoring and eradication.

Annual Fishes

The annual fishes of the family Rivulinidae are found in both old world and
neotropical areas with particularly high diversity occurring in Africa and South
America. They get their name because many species inhabit seasonally temporary
bodies of water, and persist because their eggs, which are buried in the substrate,
withstand desiccation by undergoing diapause until the annual rains return. These
fish are typically characterized by low population densities and extremely high
rates of endemism. In the neotropics members of this family that exhibit this life
history trait are almost exclusively native to cerrados and open grasslands of the
south and southeastern portion of the South American continent. In the Chaco
region, this habitat, even more so than forested regions, is under tremendous
pressure from encroaching agricultural and ranching interest for development. It
should be noted as well, that grassland areas have not received the same level of
support or attention in Paraguay and surrounding areas as the various forest
biomes have. Although only moderately surveyed, Paraguay appears to be near
the center of annual fish diversity in the region with a number of new species
described in recent years.

Our Primary goals in working with this group would be;

1) Work with and support the work of Paraguayan and other regional biologist
in working with this group. There are several excellent ichthyologist
working in the area. One gentleman is responsible for more than 80% of
the published work on this group, so supporting and encouraging students
will be of vital importance for the future.

2) Establish in situ captive breeding populations for species identified as under
threat of being extirpated or rendered extinct.
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3) Work with local land owners to protect existing, or allow the creation of
new, small vernal ponds for the protection, and or reintroduction of annual
fishes.

Amphibians

After freshwater fishes, Amphibians are the most threatened group of vertebrates
in the world. Habitat destruction and the rise of infectious diseases have
devastated populations around the world and have led to a number of
extinctions. Unlike invertebrates and other invertebrates, reviews and surveys of
Chacoan herpetefauna have been published, though in Paraguay these have been
of a popular or semi technical nature. The point being however is that though a
great deal is known about what amphibians are found in the region, little is
known about natural history or conservation status of most species. As stated
earlier the entire region is undergoing rapid conversion from naturally occurring
ecosystems to a highly modified agricultural landscape. Amphibians, particularly
the large number of regional endemics are especially under threat not only by
habitat loss, but also by potential infectious diseases such as chytrid and,
rhinovirus.

Our primary goals in working with this group would be;

1) Beginning with the area near our primary study site, identify the species
most impacted by anthropogenic change.

2) Investigate the capacity of local veterinary colleges to perform PCR testing
for chytrid. If capacity exist, during the initial surveys and at regular
intervals thereafter, test local amphibian populations for the presence of
chytrid fungus.

3) Make collections and bring into captivity specimens of vulnerable species
and institute breeding programs to create in situ assurance colonies of
targeted species.

4) Work with local land owners to set manage portions of their property in
ways that are amphibian friendly, and in cases where local populations
have been extirpated, supply captive reared amphibians for use in
reintroduction
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The program will require a multiyear commitment from all parties and will have
Three principle arms.

1. Education outreach

a) The public education portion includes the creation of educational
materials for regional schools and the offering of visiting naturalist
programs and continuing education workshops for local teachers.

b) The training of current, and future site employees in the care, feeding,
and propagation of targeted species.

2. Field surveys

a) Not much explanation needed here accept to say that this would be a
useful area to create citizen science programs partnering biologist with
students and teachers to perform some portions of the field work.

3. Captive propagation and assurance colonies of selected species.

The exact size of this facet of the proposal will be of course based on
identified need and initial local resources. Husbandry training will be
coordinated through the Niabi Zoo with Niabi staff and the staff off other
institutions providing on sight training of local animal care staff. The Niabi
Zoo will also commit to hosting reserve staff and providing continuing
education opportunities (i.e., sponsor enrollment in the AZA amphibian
management school, set up and sponsor short term internships at
zoological institutions with large amphibian collections etc.)
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Increases in inventory
Yellowhead jawfish
Yellow stingray

Redlion Fish
Blue-crowned motmot
African crested porcupine
Rock hyrax

Amur Leopard

Decreases in inventory
Rainbow Lorikeet
Veiled Chameleon
Green crested basilisk
Cardinal Fish
Longnosed filefish
yellowhead jawfish
yellow stingray

redlion fish

Amur Leopard

Slender tailed meerkat

Monthly Animal Inventory Report

Quanity
0.0.9
0.0.1
0.0.3
1.0

1.0

0.1

1.0

Quanity
0.0.1
0.01
0.0.1
0.0.1
0.0.1
0.0.3
0.0.1
0.0.2
1.0
1.0

April 2019

Date Explanation

12-Apr purchased
17-Apr purchased
17-Apr purchased
25-Apr donation
23-Apr donation
25-Apr donation
9-Apr Loan in

Date Explanation

9-Apr death
28-Apr death
14-Apr death
24-Apr death
11-Apr death
23-Apr death
25-Apr death
28-Apr death
15-Apr Loan Transfer
17-Apr death-quality of life

Cost

$107.91
$ 99.99
$ 98.97

Cost
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Forest Preserve District Fore T erve

Rock Island County District

Our mission: is to maintain and acquire lands with the intent to restore and conserve such lands for the
purpose of preservation, education, and recreation for its residents with fiscal responsibility.

Members of the Rock Island County Forest Preserve District Executive Committee,
please accept this report to the Committee for the month of May 2019.

Notes from the prior Forest Preserve Executive Committee Meeting

No OSLAD contract at this time. Preliminary drawings for the cabins are enclosed with
my report.

Issues or Items noted on the agenda for the month of May

District Finances

The monthly claims & Treasurer’s Disbursements for the month are included in the packet are
those typical for the District this time of the year. There were nearly a dozen claims flagged for
sales tax payment or denoted as missing receipts. Staff was once again reminded about using
the District’s sales tax exemption on all purchases, avoiding purchases from locales that will not
honor and obtaining itemized receipts when purchasing meals while traveling or entertaining
business relationships.

Several Transfers of Appropriations were needed in the General Fund and Zoo Fund as funds are
beginning to dwindle as the District’s fiscal year is nearing a close. The zoo continues spending
on enhancements for AZA accreditation and marketing, a significant amount of funds were
transferred to cover the necessary purchase order for the primate exhibit and cat house door
project. Currently the general fund is merely maintaining services and filling budgetary gaps as
necessary with the funds remaining in the fiscal year. Staff continue to conserve funds where
they can should the weather continue to impact revenues throughout the remainder of the
fiscal year.

There were no resolutions or ordinances for the month.

Bids

There is one bid on the agenda for the construction of a new section of fence at Niabi
Zoo. This will replace a section of fence in the ravine between the maintenance area
and Australian Outback. The existing fence has been damaged by falling trees and is not
accessible by most or current pieces of equipment the zoo has in its fleet. Staff have
requested its replacement to avoid any concerns a perceived deficiency may bring and
long term maintenance. Funds from the Development of Forest & Construction of
Improvements Fund will be utilized if approved. In addition to the fence a culvert will

Loud Thunder Forest Preserve  liliniwek Forest Preserve  Niabi Zoo

indian Bluff Golf Course & Forest Preserve  Dorrance Park  Martin Conservation Area
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Forest Preserve District Fore erve

Rock Island County District |

be installed and dig barriers will be installed around the entire perimeter fence at the
zoo.

Facility Usage throughout the District
The weather as you all know was up and down for the month of April as there were was

a significant amount of precipitation and temperatures were below average most days.
The riverfronts at llliniwek and Loud Thunder are still currently flooded. The golf course
had several days of closure or golf cart limitations put forth to protect the course from
use. The weather had a significant effective trail use, park visitation, the typical hunt for
morel mushrooms, horseback riding, camping, golf or a visit to the zoo as well. There
was some revenue generated on the nicer days but no real bonus of an early Spring
which both the General Fund and Zoo Fund could use due to the poor Fall season. On
the bright side, it was generally a better April than last year. The parks, however, are
now turning green and with blossoms and sprouts everywhere as spring is upon us
finally. Illiniwek’s River Campground will continue to be affected by the waters of the
Mississippi for what | expect to be throughout the month of May. The golf season is
picking up as well with the weather, the total number of season pass sales appears to be
typical and leagues and outings are underway. Zoo attendance is slightly down and
much like the other facilities as the weather improves so will attendance especially in
the month of May when end of the year school trips start occurring. Social media and
other miscellaneous marketing efforts will increase in the upcoming weeks and
throughout the summer and fall. A report from Mindfire’s activities, mainly focused on
the zoo, is enclosed for your review.

Zoo & Community Advisory Board
The next meeting of the Community Advisory Board is May 13 at 5:30 PM. The CAB is

reviewing gift and donation policy as well as a job description for a Development
Director. Recommendations will be brought forth as necessary. Education and
Outreach continue with the month Conservation Speaker series and summer program
registration is underway. One of the more popular days at the zoo is Mother’s Day,
which all mothers receive free admission. Also on Mother’s Day, conservation biologist
Debbie Clemens, from Orangutan Outreach will present the MOM campaign for Missing
Orangutan Mothers. Ms. Clemens will be at a booth near the Gibbon exhibit providing
activities and information talking about the impact of the Palm Oil Crisis on apes
(including gibbons and orangutans) and the resulting orangutan orphan crisis due to
mothers being killed when forests are cleared for palm plantations.

Work on the exterior primate exhibit continues and the cathouse door project will start if it has
not already done so at the time of reading this report.

Loud Thunder Forest Preserve  liliniwek Forest Preserve  Niahi Zoo
Indian Bluff Golf Course & Forest Preserve  Dorrance Park  Martin Conservation Area
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Forest Preserve District Fore erve

Rock Island County LDistrict

AZA accreditation inspection will occur in June.

Union
No grievances were filed by the union for the month of April.

Bond Fund Projects
The weather has pretty much put a hold on the remaining work items on the Spillway

and Dam project. At the time of writing this report the basin of the spillway is
completely underwater and has been so for nearly a month. It was anticipated that all
remaining tasks to complete the project would be completed in the month of May, it
now appears it may not be until June.

The District is still awaiting a contract from the State for the OSLAD grant. Reimbursable
items cannot be started until a contract is in place.

A copy of the preliminary drawings for the cabin portion of the Loud Thunder camping
improvements is enclosed for review. The drawings utilize a cabin construction kit from
a pre-fabricated supplier. Currently the District and engineer are trying to resolve some
building code issues.

Items of note for the Current Month

¢ Claims & transfers.
Review of FY 20 budget amendments and bid preparations.

* Continue to reviewing best practice policies and procedures as recommended by the
Illinois Distinguished Agency Accreditation program.

® Planning out the FY 21 budget.

® Asreported last month John Fellman, IMEG formerly Missman Inc. will be conducting
the required annual inspection of the Spillway and Dam at Lake George. The inspection
will be for 2018 as the District received a variance last fall to delay the inspection until
construction and repairs could be completed.

® Reminder, in lieu of park inspections the next Forest Preserve Executive Committee will
be held at Illiniwek on June 11* at 3:30 PM and at Loud Thunder on July 9 at 3:30 PM.
Memorial Day Weekend is May 27t

e Warm & Dry weather hopefully!

Respectfully submitted this 8*" day of May, 2019
By
Jeffrey D. Craver

Loud Thunder Forest Preserve  iliniwek Forest Preserve  Niabi 700
indian Bluff Golf Course & Forest Preserve  Dorrance Park  Martin Consarvation Area

095
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