
FOREST PRESERVE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA -- 1/14/20 at 8:00 AM 
1504 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL – County Building 2nd Floor 

Roll Call: 

Old Business: 
Approval of the Committee minutes from December 10, 2019* pg 2

Public comment: 

President’s Comments and Appointments-Kai Swanson, Forest Preserve Commission President 

Claims:* 
Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $37,549.57 pg 7 Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $102,245.32 pg 16
Forest Preserve Liability Fund claims @ $1,555.00 pg 33 Loud Thunder Spillway & Camping @ $179,829.74 pg 34

Total claims @ $321,179.63 
Treasurer’s Disbursements @ $821.77 pg 35

Total Claims and Treasurers Disbursements in the amount of $322,001.40 

Transfers: 
Consider Transfers of Appropriations in the Niabi Zoo Fund* pg 36

Resolutions: 
Consider a resolution pertaining to semi-annual review of closed session minutes* pg 37

Other Business: 
Consider an amendment to the Sexual Harassment Policy* pg 39
Consider an amendment to the Regular Part-Time & Temporary Employee Pay Policy* pg 43

Other business as needed

Reports:    
Approval of all routine reports: 
District Budget Performance Report* pg 45
 April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports* pg 61
Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report* pg 70
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report* pg 74

Louisa Ewert – Treasurer’s Report* pg 58
Jay Verstraete pg 67 & Todd Collins pg 68 – Indian Bluff report*      
Mike Petersen - Illiniwek report * pg 73
Jeff Craver – Director’s report* pg 77

* items are in members packets

The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Executive Committee will be held at the Rock Island County Building, Rock Island, 
IL is Tuesday, February 11, 2020 8:00 AM. 
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 Resolution  
 Rock Island County Forest Preserve District 
 Re: Open Meetings Act Review of Minutes of a Meeting Lawfully Closed  
 

WHEREAS, the Rock Island County Forest Preserve Commission strictly adheres to all 
provisions of the Open Meetings Act as defined in 5 ILCS 120; and 
 

WHEREAS, 5 ILCS 120/2.06(c), calls for periodic review of minutes of meetings lawfully 
closed to determine if the need for confidentiality still exists as to all or part of these minutes or 
that the minutes or portions therefor no longer require confidential treatment and are available 
for public inspection; and 
 

WHEREAS, during regular committee meetings held during the month of January, 2020; 
Rock Island County Forest Preserve has reviewed minutes of closed meetings for all previously 
held closed sessions. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following meeting minutes have been 
determined to contain matters where the need for confidentiality still exists: 
 

Date of Meeting     Reason for Closed Session 
 08-08-1986      Personnel 
 12-05-1986      Personnel 
 02-08-1991      Personnel & Potential Liability 
 07-10-1992      Personnel 
 02-05-1993      Investments contracts 
 05-07-1993      Personnel 
 08-15-1995      Personnel 
 08-05-2005      Litigation 
 09-30-2010      Personnel 
 10-08-2010      Personnel 
 12-03-2010      Personnel 
 03-04-2011      Personnel 
 04-05-2012      Personnel 
 06-05-2012      Personnel 
 06-07-2012      Personnel 
 06-08-2012      Personnel 
 06-27-2012      Personnel 
 06-28-2012      Personnel 
 10-15-2012      Litigation & Personnel 
 07-11-2013      Personnel 
 09-12-2013      Litigation 
 11-14-2013      Litigation & Personnel 
 12-12-2013      Litigation & Personnel 
 01-16-2014      Litigation 
 11-13-2014      Personnel 
 02-11-2015      Personnel 

04-16-2015      Personnel 
10-14-2015      Personnel 
11-10-2015      Personnel 
02-16-2016      Potential Litigation 
03-17-2016      Personnel 
04-12-2016      Personnel 
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06-15-2016      Litigation 
01-10-2017      Litigation 
04-11-2017      Litigation 

 01-09-2018      Personnel 
 11-13-2018      Personnel & Land Acquisition 
  

This Resolution to become effective immediately after passage.  Minutes of those meetings 
determined to be made available for public inspection will be released as per the Open Meetings 
Act 5 ILCS 120/2.06(b). 
 
 DONE IN OPEN MEETING THIS 21st DAY OF JANUARY, 2020 
 
 
 
                                                                                                              
Kai Swanson       Karen Kinney 
President, Rock Island County     Secretary, Rock Island County 
Forest Preserve Commission    Forest Preserve Commission 
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Loud Thunder Report to Committee 

December 2019 

During the month of December staff took a lot of time off.  We were able to get an impressive amount 

of work done considering we were shorthanded for the majority of the month. Early on in the month 

frost had set into the ground so staff was able to work off grounds.  The frost did not last long because 

we experienced several extremely warm days for this time of year, and even had rain events.  Rain and 

warm days created weather conditions that were less than ideal for staff to get off the roads and work.  

We also experienced several snow events which did not amount to very much accumulation, but rather 

made the grounds very susceptible to rutting and damage.  Trails have remained closed due to 

saturation for the majority of the month, but we are still seeing quite a few hikers and hunters using 

them as weather permits.   

Early on in the month when the ground could support equipment, staff pruned all trees that needed it 

and finished processing all the red pines removed in November for the campground improvements into 

firewood. Staff then began removing several hazardous trees from our Riverview campground and 

Riverview picnic area.  These trees are also being processed into firewood which we will sell to campers 

in the 2020 camping season.  We will continue to identify and remove hazardous trees over the next 

couple months.    

I was able to perform several prescribed burns with staff in early December.  We burned one of the 

three sites that were on the list along Loud Thunder road, a five‐acre site on the north side of Loud 

Thunder road at he Ralph Martin Conservation Area (RMCA), and a fifteen‐acre field up top of the 

RMCA.  We will be seeding all of these areas with native tallgrass prairie seed in mid‐January.  I am also 

planning to seed the fifteen‐acre prairie project south of the horse corral at this time.  I will be working 

with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service on seeding as they raised all the funding to procure the 

seed.   

Work on the campground improvements was for the most part nonexistent for the month of December.    

Workers have started back in on the project in the last week and a half so that has been encouraging.  

We continue to have people coming out daily to check out the progress on the projects, and some of 

them are stopping in to ask questions in regard to the new cabins on the preserve.  I am encouraged to 

see that folks are very excited to utilize the improvements.   

The 2019 Loud Thunder Archery Program is still underway and will end January 19, 2020 this year.  Our 

hunters have currently harvested 55 deer off the preserve.  To date the number of deer harvested is 

higher than it has been in the last several years. 

 

 

Ben Mills Head Ranger Loud Thunder Forest Preserve/Martin Conservation Area   12/2/19 
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2019 Loud Thunder Campground Revenue Breakdown 

 

White Oak (water & electric) Campground 

Total = $33,756 

Riverview Campground  

  Total = $10,076 

Indian Meadow Campground 

  Total = $7,107 

Silva Campground  

  Total = $3,640 

Horse Corral Campground 

  Primitive Sites = $493 

  Equestrian Sites = $754 

  Total = $1,247  

Campground Totals = $55,826 
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January 6, 2020 

Proposal: 

QCA Adaptive Sports is requesting permission to host an event at Loud Thunder. 

 

Purpose:   

Promote adaptive sports in the Quad Cities area. 

 

Mission of QCA Adaptive Sports 

Improving the quality of life for children and adults through the promotion of adaptive 
sports. 

 

Event may include, but not limited to: 

Rowing 

Kayaking 

Hand Cycling 

 

Date: 

To be determined, projected late May, early June 

 

 

Number of Participants: 

To be determined, projected approximately 10‐30 
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