
FOREST PRESERVE COMMISSION AGENDA -- 10/20/20 at 5:30 PM* 
Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL  61201 

The Rock Island County Forest Preserve Commission will meet at the above date and time in County Board 
Chambers on the third floor of the County Building, 1504 Third Ave, Rock Island, IL. Governor JB Pritzker’s 
Executive Order 2020-43, issued on June 26, 2020, continues to limit any gatherings of more than fifty 
people. Governor JB Pritzker’s Executive Order 2020-44, requires that public bodies take steps to provide video, audio, 
and/or telephonic access to meetings. The CDC recommends social distancing of at least six feet between persons. Pursuant 
to the June 12, 2020 amendment to the State of Illinois’s Open Meetings Act (P.A. 101-0640) requiring or relating to in-
person attendance by members of a public body are modified in the requirements 5 ILCS 120-2.02 that “members of a public 
body must be physically present” is modified and the conditions in 5 ILCS 120/7 that limit when remote participation is 
permitted is suspended. Members of the Commission may attend the meeting remotely, if they prefer. Due to the social 
distancing guideline, the public will not be able to attend the meeting physically. The public may call in remotely to the 
meeting by dialing 312-626-6799 and entering Meeting ID: 942 592 50168 when prompted. 

I. Roll Call:
II. Presentation: None
III. Old Business:
Commission minutes September 21, 2020** pg 2
IV. Public comment:
V. President’s Comments
VI. Claims:**
FY 21 Claims & Treasurer’s Disbursements
Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $85,813.58 pg 24
Liability Fund claims @ $18.50 pg 47
Marvin Martin Fund claims @ $130.17 pg 49

Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $49,393.50 pg 37
Loud Thunder Spillway & Camping @ $229,000.19 pg 48
Treasurer’s Disbursements @ $7,054.62 pg50

FY 21 Monthly Claims totaling $371,410.56 
VII. Transfers

Consider approval of Transfers of Appropriation in the Forest Preserve General Fund** pg 51
VIII. Resolutions

Consideration of resolution pertaining to the FY 2021 Niabi Zoo Fund Appropriations** pg 52
IX. Ordinance

Consider an Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of Tax Anticipation Warrants in Anticipation of Taxes Levied for the
Niabi Zoo Fund of the Forest Preserve District, Rock Island County, Illinois, for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2020 
and ending June 30, 2021** pg 54
 Consider the following Ordinances providing for the levy assessment and collection of taxes for the Forest Preserve 
District of Rock Island County, Illinois for the fiscal year beginning the first day of July 2021 and ending the thirtieth day 
of June 2022: 
General Fund of the District** pg 58
Niabi Zoological Preserve Fund** pg 60
IMRF Retirement Fund** pg 62

Liability Fund** pg 64
FISSA Fund** pg 66
Development of Forests & Construction of Improvement Fund** pg 68

X. Other New Business:
Consider a Memorandum of Understanding between the District and Niabi Zoo & Forest Preserve of Rock Island County Foundation** pg 70
XI. Comments from Commissioners
XII. Reports:   Approval of all routine reports:

District Budget Performance Report** pg 76
April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports** pg 94
Mike Petersen - Illiniwek report** pg 103
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report ** pg 106

Louisa Ewert – Treasurer’s Report** pg 91
Jay Verstraete pg 100 & Todd Collins pg 101  – Indian Bluff report ** 
Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report** pg 104
Jeff Craver – Director’s report** pg 112

Recess 
The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Commission will be held at the Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Ave, Rock Island, 

Illinois 61201 on Tuesday, November 17th 5:30 PM following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board of Supervisors 
meeting. 

*The Forest Preserve Commission will begin immediately following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board 
**Items in Commissioners packets can be viewed online at the District’s website www.ricfpd.org 
CS  -  Posted 10/15/2020
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  Report to Forest Preserve Committee 
 

  Name of Park __Loud Thunder __ 
 

  For the Month of _September 2020__ 
 

 
Grounds Maintenance performed--_Mowed, string trimmed, picked up trash on grounds, cleaned burn 

rings, and installed tree wraps on over a hundred trees to protect them from deer.  We still have around 

fifty trees that need to be wrapped in the month of October. We are continuing to prep our prairie planting 

locations by spraying all green regrowth of vegetation to kill it before we preform fall burns and winter 

plantings. We have removed the majority of the old hitching posts from our old equestrian campground in 

order to place them on our new equestrian sites.  A new sidewalk was poured at the public boat ramp to 

allow people with disabilities better access to the fishing dock on the north side of the boat launch.  Staff 

has removed all our boats from the lake and put them in storage for the winter. We also stacked in 

preparation for the winter months.     

Building Maintenance projects performed--_Cleaned all shelter buildings several times a week, cleaned 

both shower buildings daily. Cleaned the park office two times a week and wiped down commonly 

touched surfaces daily.  

Equipment repairs and/or project performed--_Preformed pre and post operation checks daily on 

equipment to be used.  Replaced a leaking cylinder and lines in Case backhoe. Sharpened blades on both 

zero turn mowers, and worked on servicing golf cart for the boat rental.     

Trails/Course/General facility conditions--_The park as a whole is looking great.  The preserve received 

some rains this month and that really stimulated the grass to grow so we have been busy keeping it 

mowed.  Trails have been open for most of the month and with the tree colors starting to change, day use 

hikers and equestrian numbers have been increasing. We have seen continued higher than normal numbers 

of patrons here on the preserve for this time of year and our camping numbers are much higher than 

typical this time of year.   

Vandalism report--_I have no vandalism to report for the month of September 2020. __ 

Incidents--_I have no incidents to report for the month of September 2020. __ 

Accidents reports--_I have no accidents to report for the month of September 2020.__ 

Weather conditions--_Weather has been warm with cool evenings with a few rain events.   

Activities/Events/Outings held at park--_We had a couple shelter rentals during the month, and the 

4STA race was held on the 19th of September. The organizer of the 4STA race donated $610 to the 

preserve after their race.  We also held a forestry seminar here early in the month that Ross Smith 

organized with the local NRCS office.  They had a great turnout of around 25-30 people, and all the folks 

that I talked to seemed to really be enjoying themselves.    
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Deer Haven campground continues to be an overwhelming success.  We were full in this campground for 

the first several weekends excluding one weekend where rains were forecasted, and even then, we only 

had a few open spots in that campground.    Camping numbers throughout the remaining four 

campgrounds have been higher than normal. I expect to see a dramatic drop in the tent camping 

community now that nighttime temps are significantly dropping, but it seams like RV folks are still happy 

to come out as the temperature drops.  

 

As I stated previously in my report, the highway construction career training students from Blackhawk 

College came out and poured a sidewalk to our fishing dock with a kayak launch this month.  Moving 

forward I will be placing a sign stating “Kayak Unloading Area No Parking”, where this sidewalk starts so 

that people can park in this area and unload their boats rather than trying to move their boats long 

distances to the launch.  This sidewalk has already been a big hit with our patrons as is any improvement 

that provides folks with better access. I am very thankful to the leadership over at Blackhawk for their 

continued interest in performing projects at Loud Thunder to help improve the preserve/  

 

 
Ben Mills  
 
Superintendent: 
Loud Thunder Forest Preserve/ Ralph Martin Conservation Area 
 
10/5/2020 

105



106



107



108



109



110



111



112



113



114



115


	2020 09-15 Committee minutes.pdf
	FOREST PRESERVE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES
	SEPTEMBER 15, 2020

	2020 09-15 Public Hearing minutes.pdf
	FOREST PRESERVE PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 15, 2020

	Camping Report September 2020.pdf
	Sheet1




