
FOREST PRESERVE COMMISSION AGENDA -- 11/17/20 at 5:30 PM* 
Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL  61201 

The Rock Island County Forest Preserve Commission will meet at the above date and time in County Board 
Chambers on the third floor of the County Building, 1504 Third Ave, Rock Island, IL. Governor JB Pritzker’s 
Executive Order 2020-43, issued on June 26, 2020, continues to limit any gatherings of more than fifty 
people. Governor JB Pritzker’s Executive Order 2020-44, requires that public bodies take steps to provide video, audio, 
and/or telephonic access to meetings. The CDC recommends social distancing of at least six feet between persons. Pursuant 
to the June 12, 2020 amendment to the State of Illinois’s Open Meetings Act (P.A. 101-0640) requiring or relating to in-
person attendance by members of a public body are modified in the requirements 5 ILCS 120-2.02 that “members of a public 
body must be physically present” is modified and the conditions in 5 ILCS 120/7 that limit when remote participation is 
permitted is suspended. Members of the Commission may attend the meeting remotely, if they prefer. Due to the social 
distancing guideline, the public will not be able to attend the meeting physically. The public may call in remotely to the 
meeting by dialing 312-626-6799 and entering Meeting ID: 942 592 50168 when prompted. 

I. Roll Call:
II. Presentation: None
III. Old Business:

Commission minutes October 20, 2020 pg 2
IV. Public comment:
V. President’s Comments
VI. Claims:**
FY 21 Claims & Treasurer’s Disbursements

Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $60,786.41 pg 34 
Liability Fund claims @ $1,776.00 pg 55
DFCI Fund claims @ $7,950.00  pg 57
Marvin Martin Fund claims @ $357.09  pg 59

Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $78,254.64 pg 43
Bike Path Fund claims @ $78.47 pg 56
Loud Thunder Improvements Fund claims @ $230.87 pg 58 
Treasurer’s Disbursements $8,768.88 pg 60

Claims and Treasurer’s Disbursements totaling $158,202.36 

VII. Transfers
Consider approval of Transfers of Appropriation in the Forest Preserve Niabi Zoo Fund** pg 61

VIII. Resolutions
Consideration of resolution pertaining to the FY 2021 Niabi Zoo Fund Appropriations** pg 62

IX. Ordinance
Abatement Ordinance Pursuant to Ordinance #11-01-17** pg 64
Abatement Ordinance Pursuant to Ordinance #2016-0401** pg 65

X. Other New Business:
Consider Improvements to the camel yard and building at Niabi Zoo in an amount up to $50,000 ** pg 66

XI. Comments from Commissioners

Louisa Ewert – Treasurer’s Report** pg 84
Jay Verstraete & Todd Collins pg 95  – Indian Bluff report ** 
Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report** pg 99
Jeff Craver – Director’s report** pg 106

XII. Reports:   Approval of all routine reports:
District Budget Performance Report** pg 70 
April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports** pg 89 
Mike Petersen - Illiniwek report** pg 98
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report ** pg 101

XIII. CAB Appointments
Dave Herrell, Betttendorf, IA-President and CEO of Visit Quad Cities
Jennifer Miller, Rock Island, IL-Black Hawk College Dean of Liberal Arts & Science

Recess 
The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Commission will be held at the Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Ave, Rock Island, 

Illinois 61201 on Tuesday, December 7th 5:30 PM following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board of Supervisors 
meeting. 

*The Forest Preserve Commission will begin immediately following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board 
**Items in Commissioners packets can be viewed online at the District’s website www.ricfpd.org 
CS  -  Posted 11/12/2020
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Forest Preserve committee report for October 2020 

11/4/2020 

Prepared by Lee Jackson 

Administration 

 Zoo closed for the season on November 1st 2020. 

 Planning role out of fall fundraising campaign. This campaign will focus on White rhinos. These 

animals are part of our long‐term collection plan, but we have moved them forward in our 

planning because at this time we have unexpected access to specimens and because as large 

charismatic species, I believe that their addition will make our attendance/financial recover 

much more likely when we reopen. 

 Working with staff, and potential contractors to identify and schedule work needed in order to 

prepare for arrival of rhinos. Identified needs include iron work for both inside and outside 

barriers, the reestablishment of the electrical fence, the addition of a shade structure, and some 

plumbing and concrete work. Work on the chain link fence at zebra and other more minor 

renovations will take place in that area to make it ready to receive the Bactrian Camels. 

 The Zoo received a grant for 5000 dollars from the Rock Island Community Foundations 

Woodward Charitable Fund and a 3500 dollar grant from the Moline Foundation for support of 

our virtual educational programming. 

 We have started to reach out to specific potential donors for our fall campaign in advance of 

making a public announcement. 

 Total attendance for the 2020 season was 32,829. This is down from 135,604, in 2019 due to 

state mandated closures in response to the Covid pandemic. 

 We held a special limited Halloween event on October 31st. 507 people attended.  

Collections 

 Completed winterizing various areas of the zoo (installing wind breaks, extra bedding, instillation 

of supplementary heating, etc.).   

 Finished moving all appropriate animals to winter holding. 

 African Lion “Savanah” has been diagnosed with breast cancer. 

 African Leopard “Bintu” has been suffering from a progressive neurological disorder that may be 

related to a brain tumor. Her condition has declined in the last several weeks. 

Facilities and exhibits  

 A large hole was discovered in the lower roof of the Bactrian Camel barn. It will be repaired by 
in‐house maintenance staff. Currently they are gathering the needed materials. A temporary 
patch has been installed in the meantime. 

 Installed new roof on waterfowl holding building. 

 Made extensive repairs (brake line, front axles, drive shaft, U joints) to the pro gator. 

 Installed plastic windbreaks to outdoor enclosures at animal program area. 

 Repaired doors at program, Bactrian camel, bobcat and zebra barn areas. 

 Repaired FRP paneling in duiker barn. 

 Repaired driveshaft support bearing, transaxle, and installed on front tires to Gator #72 

101



 
 
 
Education  

 Joel Vanderbush is managing the new donor software system. 20 new contacts were entered during 
the last 30 days. 

 We received a Woodward charitable fund grant ($5000) and a Moline Foundation grant ($3500) in 
October.  

 Joel Vanderbush attended Niabi Zoo Foundation meeting on 10/19 and presented a model board 
application and selection document for the Foundations consideration. 

 Management staff given tutorial on new donor page on our website.  
 

 Virtual Meetings  
o How to crush your Giving Tuesday and Year End Campaign – 10/8 
o TedX Plastic Pollution Coalition – 10/14 

 Virtual Zoo/Presentations 
o Partners of Scott County Watershed – Whale Sharks, Algae, & You: The impact of river 

pollution on oceans – 9/15              Participants: 15 
o WQPT ‐ PBS screening of Age of Nature – Panel discussion – Blue grass Drive‐in Table Talk 

10/8     Participants: 180 
 
Education Programs:            

Program  Number  Guests  Income  Donations 

Guest Speaker (Virtual)  1  180  0  0 

Virtual Zoo  0  0  0  0 

Total  1  180  0  0 

              

         

         

 
           
Conservation 
 

 Bi‐CAN Committee meeting – 10/8 virtual (Joel) 

 QC Plastic Free – 10/8 in person (Joel) 

 Conference call with Joel, Lee, and Karim Musalem of WWF Paraguay on 10/13 
 

FRONT/BACK GIFT SHOP: 

 2020 SEPTEMBER/$20,993 

 Back Gift Shop closed for the 2020 season 

FRONT/BACK CONCESSIONS: 

 2020 October sales = $10,97.00 

 Back Concessions closed for the 2020 season 
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MEMBERSHIP/ ZOOSEUM SEASONAL PASS: 

 2020 October membership sales = $1,655 

 We are going to implement 2 new perks to members so they can utilize their membership at the 

zoo during our off season‐ 

Free participation in Zoo scheduled virtual experiences  

10% discount on group virtual experiences  

ADOPTS: 

 2020 October/ No adopts sold 

CAROUSEL: 

 The carousel runs Thursday‐Sunday. 

DONATIONS: 

 2020 October. Received on donation for $71,051.00 

SCOOTERBUG: 

 A tech will be out after we close for the season to look over the strollers/wheelchairs/EVC’s. 

PENNY PRESS MACHINES: 

 These are not available at this time.  

WEBSITE/VSI SOFTWARE 

 Currently reviewing protocols as related to Covid changes in order to streamline and improve 

service for next season. 
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