
FOREST PRESERVE COMMISSION AGENDA ‐‐ 3/16/21 at 5:30 PM* 
Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL  61201 

The Rock Island County Forest Preserve Commission will meet at the above date and time in County Board 

Chambers on the third floor of the County Building, 1504 Third Ave, Rock Island, IL. Governor JB Pritzker’s 

Executive Order 2020‐43, issued on June 26, 2020, continues to limit any gatherings of more than fifty 

people. Governor JB Pritzker’s Executive Order 2020‐44, requires that public bodies take steps to provide video, audio, 

and/or telephonic access to meetings. The CDC recommends social distancing of at least six feet between persons. Pursuant 

to the June 12, 2020 amendment to the State of Illinois’s Open Meetings Act (P.A. 101‐0640) requiring or relating to in‐

person attendance by members of a public body are modified in the requirements 5 ILCS 120‐2.02 that “members of a public 

body must be physically present” is modified and the conditions in 5 ILCS 120/7 that limit when remote participation is 

permitted is suspended. Members of the Commission may attend the meeting remotely, if they prefer. Due to the social 

distancing guideline, the public will not be able to attend the meeting physically. The public may call in remotely to the 

meeting by dialing 312‐626‐6799 and entering Meeting ID: 942 592 50168 when prompted. 

I. Roll Call:

II. Presentation: None

III. Old Business:
Commission minutes February 16, 2021** pg 2
IV. Public comment:

V. President’s Comments

VI. Claims:**
Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $24,997.68 pg 6
Liability Fund claims @ $210.00 pg 24

Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $54,733.58 pg 15
Treasurer’s Disbursements $347.75 pg 25

Claims and Treasurer’s Disbursements totaling $81,271.01 

VII. Transfers
Consider Transfers of Appropriations in the General Fund and Niabi Zoo Fund** pg 26

VIII. Resolutions
Consider Resolution regarding the CURES Grant monies in the Niabi Zoo Fund** pg 
Consider Resolution regarding the CURES Grant monies in the General Fund** pg 

IX. Ordinance

X. Other New Business:
Consider approval of bid for the full size 4x4 one ton, cab & chassis with dump box from Kunes at $49,100** 
Consider approval of bid for the full size 4x4 half ton pick‐up truck, regular cab with 8’ box from Courtesy at $29,041** 

XI. Comments from Commissioners

XII. Reports:   Approval of all routine reports:
District Budget Performance Report** Louisa Ewert – Treasurer’s Report** 

April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports**  Jay Verstraete & Todd Collins – Indian Bluff report ** 

Mike Petersen ‐ Illiniwek report**    Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report** 
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report **    Jeff Craver – Director’s report** 

The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Commission will be held at the Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Ave, Rock Island, 
Illinois 61201 on Tuesday, April 20th 5:30 PM following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board of Supervisors meeting. 

*The Forest Preserve Commission will begin immediately following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board 

**Items in Commissioners packets can be viewed online at the District’s website www.ricfpd.org

CS  ‐  Posted 3/12/2021
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  Report to Forest Preserve Committee 
 

  Name of Park    Illiniwek 
 

  For the Month of February 2021 
 

 
Grounds Maintenance —Staff began to cut down and remove ash trees from the Illiniwek campground.  
As of March 4th all ash trees in the campground have been removed.  There is still clean-up to do mainly 
of small braches and twigs.  Illiniwek was able to borrow the skidsteer from Loud Thunder to help with 
this big project.  Staff used the skidsteer bucket to dig new trenches perpendicular to the river primitive 
camping road in an effort to divert and drain water off the road.  This effort will hopefully keep the road in 
better shape by preventing pothole development on the road.  Staff was able to do a small amount of forest 
management work in the north part of the preserve by removing understory sugar maple and honeysuckle.            
Building Maintenance Projects Performed— Misc. cleaning in the maintenance building.     
Equipment repairs and/or projects performed— Staff finished misc. equipment maintenance on all 
mowers and tractor.  The John Deere 5225 loader tractor got 4 new tires in February.   
Trails/Course/General facility conditions— The trails at Illiniwek and Dorrance have been open the 
entire month of February.  They have been busy with people on snow shoes, cross country skis, hikers, 
and trail runners.  The GRT still has mounds of snow on it from IDOT’s winter plowing.  In March IDOT 
will bring in a sweeper truck and clear the bike path from all the debris on the path after the snow melts.            
Vandalism report- No vandalism     
Incidents— No incidents 
Accidents reports— No accidents 
Weather conditions— Cold… It is winter!! 
Activities/Events/Outings held at park— Illiniwek had one small volunteer activity in the maintenance 
building that consisted of 8 individuals helping finish a native bee box.  A fun activity where staff built the 
frame work and the volunteers help create the habitat in the framework for native bees to nest in.  Pictures 
can be viewed on the Illiniwek facebook page.   
Items to be bid by Purchasing— No items to be bid.    
Upcoming Activities – In March as weather allows staff will start to prepare the campground for opening.  
We will turn water on, open and clean shower buildings/public restrooms, and just clean the campground 
from winter activities (branches, leaves, plant grass seed)   
Misc.  Brockman farm has tapped 50 sugar maples at Dorrance to collect sap to turn into maple syrup.  
The sledding hill stayed busy during February.  Even with the very cold temperatures.  Staff started to 
construct wooden benches for placement throughout the preserve.  Benches are one of the most requested 
amenity that residents of Rock Island Co. would like to become available.  10 benches are planned to be 
built this year and placed in the campground and along trail systems. 
 

 
 
This report was prepared by:    Mike Petersen                Date__3-4-2021________ 
 

56



57



58



59



60



61



62



63



64



65



66



67




