
FOREST PRESERVE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA -- 2/8/2022 at 8:30 AM 
1504 3rd Ave Rock Island, IL – County Building, Third Floor Chambers 

The Rock Island County Forest Preserve Commission will meet at the above date and time in 
County Board Chambers on the third floor of the County Building, 1504 Third Ave, Rock Island, IL. 
Per section 7(e) of the State of Illinois Open Meetings Act, Members of the County Board may 
attend the meeting remotely, if they prefer. To attend the meeting by Zoom dial 312-626-6799 and entering Meeting 
ID: 949 386 328 when prompted. 

I. Roll Call:

II. Old Business:  Executive Committee minutes from January 11, 2022* pg 2
  Closed Session minutes from January 11, 2022 

III. Claims:*
        Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $34,135.20 pg 6
 Marvin Martin Fund claims @ $3,927.50  pg 25

Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $95,991.27 pg 15
Treasurer’s Disbursements $1,774.76 pg 26

Claims and Treasurer’s Disbursements totaling $135,828.73 

IV. Transfers:

V. Resolutions:

VI. Ordinances:

VII. Public comment:

VIII   Other Business: 
Consider Dennhardt Purchase agreement* pg 27
Consider Name of New District Property Other 

business as needed 

IX. Reports:   Approval of all routine reports: District 
Budget Performance Report* pg 31
April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports* pg 47
Mike Petersen - Illiniwek report* pg 55
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report *pg 59

Louisa Ewert – Treasurer’s Report* pg 44
Todd Collins pg 53 & Jay Verstraete pg 54 – Indian Bluff Reports* 
Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report* pg 56
Jeff Craver – Director’s report* pg 67

The Forest Preserve Executive Committee may enter a Closed Session for the following: 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) – The appointment employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific 
employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged 
against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity.  
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (2) – Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, 
or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees. 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (5)-Discussion of the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings 
held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired. 

* items are in members’ packets

The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Executive Committee will be held at Rock Island County Building,
Rock Island, Illinois on Tuesday, March 8th at 8:30 AM. 
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FOREST PRESERVE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 

JANUARY 11, 2022 

PRESENT: Committee members - K. Swanson, E. Sowards, D. Cremeens(via Zoom),
A. Normoyle, L. Moreno(via Zoom), R. Simmer(via Zoom), J. Woods(via Zoom).

ABSENT:

ALSO PRESENT: Jeff Craver, District Director; Lee Jackson, Zoo Director; Mike
Petersen, Illiniwek Ranger; Todd Collins, Club House Manager; Jay Verstraete, Golf
Course Superintendent(via Zoom); Ben Mills, Loud Thunder Ranger(via Zoom); April
Palmer, Auditor(via zoom); Louisa Ewert, Treasurer(via Zoom); Kurt Davis, Information
Systems Director.

President Swanson called the monthly meeting of the Forest Preserve Executive
Committee to order at 8:33 AM on Tuesday, December 14, 2021, in the third floor
chambers at the Rock Island County Building in Rock Island, Illinois.

K. Swanson, D. Cremeens, A. Normoyle, J. Woods, R. Simmer, E. Sowards. (L.
Moreno arrived after roll was called)
TOTAL PRESENT 7

TOTAL ABSENT 0

President Swanson called for a motion approving the December Committee meeting
minutes.

MOTION: Ms. Normoyle moved to approve the December Committee meeting minutes.
Ms. Sowards seconded the motion.

Roll was called:
K. Swanson, D. Cremeens, A. Normoyle, E. Sowards, J. Woods, R. Simmer.
TOTAL YES 6 

TOTAL NO 0 

Motion carried.

President Swanson called for a motion to approve the claims and treasurer’s 
disbursements in the amount of $140,622.11.

MOTION: Ms. Normoyle moved to approve the claims and treasurer’s disbursements in 
the amount of $140,622.11. Ms. Sowards seconded the motion.

MOTION: Ms. Sowards moved to adopt the previous roll call. Ms. Normoyle seconded
the motion.
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Motion carried.

President Swanson called for a motion to approve the transfers of appropriation in the
General Fund.

MOTION: Ms. Normoyle moved to approve the transfers of appropriation in the General
Fund. Ms. Sowards seconded the motion.

MOTION: Ms. Sowards moved to adopt the previous roll call. Ms. Normoyle seconded
the motion.

Motion carried.

President Swanson called for a motion to approve the Resolutions pertaining to the
semi-annual review of closed session minutes.

MOTION: Ms. Normoyle moved to approve the Resolutions pertaining to the semi-
annual review of closed session minutes. Ms. Sowards seconded the motion.

MOTION: Ms. Sowards moved to adopt the previous roll call. Ms. Normoyle seconded
the motion.

Motion carried.

President Swanson made three calls for public comment.

There were no requests for public comment.

President Swanson asked the Committee members if anyone had any questions
regarding the routine reports of the District, or if anyone wished to bring attention to
something from their report. Then asked Mr. Jackson for an update on the finch fox
pups.

Mr. Jackson stated that the almost all have gone to their new homes. There is one last
one to go to Australia, and Niabi will be getting a new male to mate with the current
female. Regarding the painted dog fundraising efforts, met with the Carver Trust to
request funds. Also looking at a Niabi Zoo calendar.

Ms. Normoyle asked if it would be a standard January to December calendar, or if it
would be starting with a different month, or be an 18-month calendar.

Mr. Jackson stated that it would be the standard January to December type of calendar.
However, it probably won’t be available until February.

President Swanson asked Mr. Petersen what the most important/exciting part of the
new land would be.
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Mr. Petersen stated that conservation would definitely be the most exciting part, but in 
close second was being able to provide more space for people to enjoy nature. 
 
Ms. Normoyle asked if there was an overview for the restoration projects that would 
need. 
 
Mr. Petersen stated that there was a general overview. Once the properties are officially 
purchased, there will be a detailed plan drawn up. The fields that exist will be planted 
with prairie, and invasive species will be removed from the understory. 
 
President Swanson asked Mr. Collins if there was anything he’d like to bring attention to 
from his report. 
 
Mr. Collins stated that the numbers for 2021 were great. 
 
Mr. Craver mentioned that Mr. Mills and Mr. Verstraete were on the line if there were 
any questions for them. 
 
President Swanson asked if Mr. Mills and Mr. Verstraete would like to lift anything up 
from their reports. 
 
Mr. Mills stated that staff has been working on standard winter maintenance removing 
hazard trees and doing equipment maintenance. 
 
Mr. Verstraete stated that staff at the golf course are doing much the same. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the routine reports of the District 
Department heads. 
 
MOTION: Ms. Normoyle moved to approve the routine reports of the District 
Department heads. Ms. Sowards seconded the motion. 
 
Roll was called: 
K. Swanson, D. Cremeens, A. Normoyle, E. Sowards, J. Woods, R. Simmer, L. 
Moreno. 
TOTAL YES  7 

TOTAL NO  0 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to go into closed session per ILCS120/2 (c) 
Exceptions: (5) Discussion of the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the 
public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular 
parcel should be acquired. 
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MOTION: Ms. Normoyle moved to enter closed session. Ms. Sowards seconded the 
motion. 
 
A roll call vote was taken. 
 
D. Cremeens, E. Sowards, A. Normoyle, R. Simmer, L. Moreno, J. Woods, K. 
Swanson. 
TOTAL YES  7 

TOTAL NO  0 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Closed session began 8:55 AM 
 
Closed session ended 9:10 AM 
 
President Swanson called the meeting adjourned at 9:10 AM. 
 
Submitted by:  
Cassie Sullivan 
Forest Preserve Administrative Assistant 
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February 2022 Clubhouse Report 

January Sales Numbers: 

       2022    2021                                      2020 

Golf Revenue   $312.00   $88.00    0 

Number Passes Sold      5    4     0 

Pass $ Collected                $3625.00   $2670.00    0   

ProShop Sales     0    0     0  

Total 2022                        

Season Passes sold     5    6    22 

   

 The month of January was the very typical slow month around the golf course.  

The course remains closed for the season, and customer flow for season passes and 

merchandise is nearly non-existent.   Overall there is not much to say.  I took some 

vacation the first half of the month.  Once I came back, I was here for a couple days, 

then came down with Covid, so I was out for over a week sick.  I came back for a few 

more days, had jury duty at the end of the month, and that was that.   

 

 Among the various things worked on during the month of January: 

 Welcome letters for returning outings, pass holders, leagues prepping to be sent 

out 

 Updating Website for 2021 season 

 Updating POS System for 2021 season 

 Confirming dates of this year’s scheduled outings 

 

I have been reaching out to the golf outings scheduled for the upcoming season, to 

let them know status of things at the golf course, and what we anticipate for the 2022 

season.  Response has been very slow.  Most of that has to do with the amount of time I 

have missed and the cold weather does not have many people thinking golf.  As we 

head into February I am beginning to reach out to the golf leagues to see what their 

plans are for the 2022 season, continuing to confirm golf outings for the upcoming 

season, and catching up on some classes that need to be renewed for this season.     
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