
FOREST PRESERVE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA -- 4/12/2022 at 8:30 AM 
1504 3rd Ave Rock Island, IL – County Building, Third Floor Chambers 

The Rock Island County Forest Preserve Commission will meet at the above date and time in 
County Board Chambers on the third floor of the County Building, 1504 Third Ave, Rock Island, IL. 
Per section 7(e) of the State of Illinois Open Meetings Act, Members of the County Board may 
attend the meeting remotely, if they prefer. To attend the meeting by Zoom dial 312-626-6799 and entering Meeting 
ID: 949 386 328 when prompted. 

I. Roll Call:

II. Old Business:  Executive Committee minutes from March 08, 2022* pg 2

III. Claims:*
Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $139,351.03 pg 17
Marvin Martin Fund claims @ $2,176.30 pg 33

Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $159,393.74 pg 6
Liability Fund claims @ $55,009.50 pg 32
Treasurer’s Disbursements $598,105.36 pg 34

Claims and Treasurer’s Disbursements totaling $954,035.93 

IV. Transfers:
Consideration of Transfers of Appropriation in the General Fund and Niabi Zoo Fund* pg 35

V. Resolutions:
Consideration of Resolution regarding the Appropriation Amendment in the Niabi Zoo Fund – Concessions* pg 37

VI. Ordinances:

VII. Public comment:

VIII   Other Business: 
Consider Support of City of Silvis TIF District #8* pg 38
Consider Hutchinson Engineering Agreement* pg 39
Update on naming of new District Preserve* pg 46
Discussion of Park meetings and locations 

Other business as needed 

IX. Reports:   Approval of all routine reports: 
District Budget Performance Report* pg 49 
April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports* pg 66 
Mike Petersen - Illiniwek report* pg 75
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report* pg 80

Louisa Ewert – Treasurer’s Report* pg 63
Todd Collins pg 72 & Jay Verstraete pg 74 – Indian Bluff Reports* 
Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report* pg 76
Jeff Craver – Director’s report* pg 90

* items are in members’ packets

The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Executive Committee will be held at Rock Island County Building,
Rock Island, Illinois on Tuesday, May 10th at 8:30 AM. 
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March 8, 2022 Page 1 

FOREST PRESERVE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 

MARCH 8, 2022 
 
                  

PRESENT: Committee members - K. Swanson, E. Sowards, D. Cremeens, A. 
Normoyle, L. Moreno, R. Simmer. 
 

ABSENT: J. Woods. 
 

ALSO PRESENT: Jeff Craver, District Director; Lee Jackson, Zoo Director; Mike 
Petersen, Illiniwek Ranger; Ben Mills, Loud Thunder Ranger(via Zoom); Todd Collins, 
Club House Manager(via Zoom); April Palmer, Auditor(via zoom); Louisa Ewert, 
Treasurer(via Zoom); Kurt Davis, Information Systems Director. 

 
President Swanson called the monthly meeting of the Forest Preserve Executive 
Committee to order at 8:34 AM on Tuesday, March 8, 2022, in the third floor chambers 
at the Rock Island County Building in Rock Island, Illinois. 
 
K. Swanson, D. Cremeens, A. Normoyle, E. Sowards, L. Moreno. [R. Simmer arrived at 
8:42am.] 

TOTAL PRESENT 6 
J. Woods. 

TOTAL ABSENT 1 

 
President Swanson called for a motion approving the February Committee meeting 
minutes. 
 

MOTION: Dr. Moreno moved to approve the February Committee meeting minutes. Mr. 
Cremeens seconded the motion. 
 
Roll was called: 
K. Swanson, D. Cremeens, A. Normoyle, E. Sowards, L. Moreno. 

TOTAL YES  5 

TOTAL NO  0 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the claims and treasurer’s 
disbursements in the amount of $755,676.62. 
 

MOTION: Dr. Moreno moved to approve the claims and treasurer’s disbursements in 
the amount of $755,676.62. Ms. Sowards seconded the motion. 
 

MOTION: Ms. Normoyle moved to adopt the previous roll call. Mr. Cremeens seconded 
the motion. 
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Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding 
between the District and the Foundation. 
 

MOTION: Ms. Normoyle moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding 
between the District and the Foundation. Dr. Moreno seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. Normoyle asked how this MOU is different from past arrangements with the 
previous organization in order to help avoid the issues that the District had with the 
relationship with the previous organization. 
 
Mr. Jackson stated that it was a pretty standard agreement to work together, and the 
agreement with the previous organization was not a standard agreement. Niabi has 
been working very closely with the development of the new foundation to work as a 
professional organization. 
 

MOTION: Mr. Cremeens moved to adopt the previous roll call. Ms. Sowards seconded 
the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson made three calls for public comment. 
 
There were no requests for public comment. 
 
President Swanson stated that the next item was an update on the naming of the new 
East Moline Preserve. There’s been a lot of interest and support for the new Preserve. 
There will be a summary of the suggestions in April, though there is a handout of the 
suggestions so far for those who are interested in taking a look. In other news, there 
have been seven Amur Leopards born in the country this year, and two of those at 
Niabi. 
 
President Swanson asked Mr. Petersen to speak on the grant was recently awarded to 
Illiniwek. 
 
Mr. Petersen stated that an application was submitted two years ago for the bike path, 
road and restrooms. The District was recently notified that Illiniwek was awarded this 
grant. It’s a reimbursable grant of $200,000.00. 
 
Dr. Simmer asked if the old bathroom would be torn down. 
 
Mr. Petersen stated that it would. Also, there was a grant for trees that was recently 
awarded to Illiniwek. 
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Mr. Craver stated that the Committee should be aware that with fuel costs rising, and 
predicted to get as high as $7.00 per gallon, that Indian Bluff may need to charge a fuel 
fee for cart rentals. The fee would only happen if fuel costs get up enough to need 
compensation. Once fuel costs came back down, the fee would be removed. 
 
There was a brief discussion on how comparable the District was on cart fees. 
 
President Swanson asked Mr. Jackson to speak on the grant that Niabi was recently 
granted. 
 
Mr. Jackson stated that around two and a half years ago an application was submitted 
for a prairie dog grant. Niabi has recently been awarded that grant. 
 
Dr. Simmer asked if the grant would cover the entire cost of the project, and where the 
exhibit would go. 
 
Mr. Jackson stated that it should come close to the covering the project if not 
completely covering it. The exhibit will be located between the cat exhibit and the train 
tracks. 
 
Dr. Moreno asked where the two Amur Leopard cubs will go. 
 
Mr. Jackson stated that the cubs will be with Niabi for about two years. Then one will go 
to the Toledo Zoo, and the other will be sent to the Brookfield Zoo. When another 
animal is born it will become a part of Niabi’s collection. Also, regarding the Painted 
Dog exhibit, that will be in the old lion exhibit. In the master plan the new lion exhibit 
would go in a different area of the zoo. In regards to the concessions at Niabi this year, 
as some know the company that has been running concessions is no longer doing 
concessions. Niabi is working with a local coffee house to provide box lunches and 
sandwiches for guests. There will be a smaller offering this season for concessions, 
and will hopefully bring the coffee shop fully onboard in 2023. 
 
President Swanson asked Mr. Craver if there was anything from his report that he 
would like to bring attention to. 
 
Mr. Craver stated that he and the Auditor were watching the zoo’s cash balance very 
closely. For the grants that were discussed earlier, those are reimbursable grants. The 
District will be responsible for paying the initial costs, and then be reimbursed by the 
grant. Will likely need to loan Niabi those initial costs for the painted dog exhibit. The 
DFCI Fund will be a great help in getting these projects done. Will likely be waiting a 
few months before the District gets the grant agreements in place. There is still an 
outstanding grant application that Niabi is waiting to hear back about. In the packet 
there are t-shirt designs that MindFire designed for Illiniwek and Loud Thunder to sell in 
their camp offices. Staff is also looking into stickers and keychains. 
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President Swanson called for a motion to approve the routine reports of the District 
Department heads. 
 

MOTION: Dr. Moreno moved to approve the routine reports of the District Department 
heads. Ms. Normoyle seconded the motion. 
 
Roll was called: 
K. Swanson, D. Cremeens, A. Normoyle, E. Sowards, L. Moreno, R. Simmer. 

TOTAL YES  6 

TOTAL NO  0 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called the meeting adjourned at 9:18 AM. 
 
Submitted by:  
Cassie Sullivan 
Forest Preserve Administrative Assistant 
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*Please note that "Preserve" is implied on the end of each of these names
Name suggestion Popularity

"Local Female Native American" I
Asshewaqua [Singing Bird](Blackhawk's wife) IIII
Namequa (Blackhawk's daughter) I

Native American Tribes/Words IIIIIIIIIIII
Metiwa Forest Preserve (Metiwa = Eagle)
Kickapoo (Wanderer)
Saukenauk
Sauk-Fox
Meskwaki-Rock State Park
Mawachiwa (Come together)
Manetowa (Spirit)
Ihkana (Friend)
Amowa (Bee)
Tepihewa (Gratitude)
Wisakeha Woods

Black Oak Trails II

River Bend II

Eden Point II

 
 

       
 

  

46



Adventure Land
Amalgamation Point
Arrow Point
Arrowhead
Arrowhead Pass
Bent River
Bevaring Acres (Norwegian for "conservation")
Big Bend River
Big Water
Blackhawk Wilderness Park Preserve
Buffalo Bend
Bumbling Bat
Butterfly
Circle Grove
Crossroads Gateway
Dennhardt/Dennhardt Nature Preserve/Dennhardt Hills
Eagle Acres Park
Eagle Nest
Eagle View
El Bosque (Spanish for Woodlands)
Father of Waters
Flint
Flying Eagle
Forest Grove
Forrest Home
Fox Den
Fox Prairie
Gamesett
Grandmother's Light
Great Hawk
Green Bow
Green Thunder
Greentrees
Happy Hollow (coal mining town 1870s & 80s)
Hawk View
Hennepin-Saukie
Home Prairie/Prairie Home
Horn

47



Parky McParkface
Parky M Parkface
Pegrake Nature (East Moline-er Chad Pegrake)
Prairie Crossroads
Prairie Lives
Prairie River/River Prairie
Prairie View
Preservation Park
Progress
Prominence Park
Pure Air
QC Wildlife
QCA Petrichor (Greek for "earthy smell that follows rainfall")
Red Earth
Repast Park
RI Wildlife
RIC's Park
RICO Forest 
Rock Island County Wildlife
Rock Island County Living Land & Waters National State Forest
Rock River Valley
Rocky Reserve Park
Rusty Patch 
Rusty Patch Prairie
Satellite Acres
Sportmans Grove Park Preserve
Sundog Park Preserve
Sauk Sweep
Screaming Eagle
Shady Grove
Singing Hawk
Sinnissippi
Soring Eagle
Spearhead Valley
Sunrise
Tall Prairie Park Perserve
The Gardens
The Point
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  Report to Forest Preserve Committee 

 

  Name of Park    Illiniwek 

 

  For the Month of March 2022 

 
Grounds Maintenance —Staff installed 3 bat roosting boxes in the savanna area at Illiniwek.  Our hope is to 

attract more Indiana bats with roosting opportunities along with the improved habitat created over the winter.  

Stump grindings were cleaned up in the campground where 19 tree stumps were ground out over the winter.  Staff 

filled in the stump grinding areas with top soil to level the areas and get grass to grow.  Staff also conducted a 

prescribed burn in the prairie next to the campground pavilion.  Staff was prepping this area for reseeding of about 1 

acre of prairie and to prep an adjacent area for tree planting by helping kill undesirable small diameter tree species.  

Staff moved all the picnic tables from under the pavilion out to campsites and picnic sites.  Staff also replaced a 

broken water line on site 34.  We were unable to extract the broken pipe thread out of the main line so Erickson 

plumbing had to come in and help.  Once the thread was extracted new nipples, shut off, curb box, and riser was 

installed.    

Building Maintenance Projects Performed— Staff spring cleaned the campground at Illiniwek.  That included 

turning on water to the campground and cleaning shower buildings and public restroom.  Both shower buildings 

were power washed, scrubed, and disinfected along with the public restroom.  Two shower valves needed 

replacement parts in the north shower and one sloan valve needed replaced.  The mixing valve in the south shower 

needed replaced.  To get the new valve to fit properly significant sections of galvanized pipe will need to be 

replaced with copper.  Both sink faucets on the women’s south shower were replaced.  The furnace in the north 

shower would not turn on when initially started for the season.  After trouble shooting the problem and cleaning the 

electronic components the furnace started working.  New LED strip lighting was installed in the women’s side 

public restroom.  

Equipment repairs and/or projects performed— No equipment maintenance this month.   

Trails/Course/General facility conditions— The trails at Illiniwek and Dorrance have been closed most of March 

due to freeze/thaw and wet conditions.  The GRT has been open and cleared of snow.   

Vandalism report- No vandalism     

Incidents— No incidents 

Accidents reports— No accidents 

Weather conditions— Cold, wet. ☹ 

Activities/Events/Outings held at park— No activities.   

Items to be bid by Purchasing— No items to be bid.    

Upcoming Activities – April 9th SWCD and a 4-H group will be planting 25 trees at Illiniwek near the pavilion.  

For Earth week staff will be visiting Riverdale elementary to discuss environmental topics with 2nd and 5th graders.  

Staff will also be conducting guided hikes at Dorrance April 27th for the Messiah Lutheran Preschool.  Mark your 

calendars, Saturday May 7th is a volunteer opportunity at Illiniwek to pull garlic mustard.  Then on Saturday May 

14th another volunteer opportunity at Illiniwek for removing honeysuckle.  All part of invasive species awareness 

month.    

Misc.  Using the tractor and bucket staff finished placing the rip rap along the Mississippi river that was hauled over 

the winter.  During a storm in early March a dead tree fell on the power lines to the maintenance building which 

broke the utility pole and caused the transformer to fall to the ground.  Power lines were also laying on the ground.  

The ranger residence and maintenance building were without power for 22 hours.  Met with Hutchinson engineering 

at Illiniwek to discuss the bike path improvement project.  This meeting was to discuss options for the new bike 

path and initiate the start of creating the construction documents needed for the project. 

Miller excavating was able to remove the pole barn and other debris at the Erie bank property.   

 

 

 

This report was prepared by:    Mike Petersen                Date__3-4-2021________ 
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