
FOREST PRESERVE COMMISSION AGENDA -- 11/22/22 at 5:30 PM* 
Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL  61201 

Per section 7(e) of the State of Illinois Open Meetings Act, Members of the County Board may attend the 

meeting remotely, if they prefer. To attend the meeting by Zoom dial 312-626-6799 and entering Meeting 

ID: 949 386 328 when prompted. 

I. Roll Call:

II. Presentation: Amy Behning, Co-owner of MindFire Communications

III. Old Business:
Commission minutes October 18, 2022** pg 2

IV. Public comment:

V. President’s Comments

VI. Claims:**
Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $137,677.91 pg 41
DFCI Fund claims @ $877.50 pg 56

Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $120,244.89 pg 30
Liability Fund claims @ $18.50 pg 55
Treasurer’s Disbursements @ $21,822.11 pg 57

Claims and Treasurer’s Disbursements totaling $281,244.89 

VII. Transfers
No transfers of appropriation to be considered this month

VIII. Resolutions
Resolution regarding FY23 Niabi Fund Prairie Dog Grant Appropriations** pg 58
Resolution regarding FY23 Niabi Fund African Painted Dog Grant Appropriations** pg 59
Resolution regarding FY23 DFCI Fund Illiniwek Recreation Trail Grant Appropriations** pg 60

IX. Ordinance
Consider Abatement Ordinance Pursuant to Ordinance #11-01-17 in the amount of $345,427.50** pg 61
Consider Abatement Ordinance Pursuant to Ordinance #2016-0401 in the amount of $353,700.00** pg 62

X. Other New Business:
Consider Niabi Zoo Prairie Dog Exhibit Henley Group bid of $539,000.00 provisional to completing the bid steps within thirty

days; if unable to complete the steps, Estes bid at $745,000.00 will be given an opportunity to complete the steps for the bid** pg 63

XI. Comments from Commissioners

XII. Reports:   Approval of all routine reports: District 

Budget Performance Report** pg 64
April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports** pg 80
Mike Petersen - Illiniwek report** pg 90
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report ** pg 96

Louisa Ewert – Treasurer’s Report** pg 77
Todd Collins pg 86 & Jay Verstraete pg 88 – Indian Bluff report ** 

Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report** pg 91
Jeff Craver – Director’s report** pg 104

Recess 
The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Commission will be held at the Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Ave, Rock Island, 

Illinois 61201 on Tuesday, December 20th 5:30 PM following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board of Supervisors 
meeting. 

*The Forest Preserve Commission will begin immediately following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board

**Items in Commissioners packets can be viewed online at the District’s website www.ricfpd.org

CS  -  Posted 11/18/2022
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  Report to Forest Preserve Committee 

 

 Name of Park ___Indian Bluff 

 For the Month of _October 

 

  

 

The month of October started out pretty well for the golf course but with the turning weather we had to 

abruptly shift gears!   

 

Grounds Maintenance performed- 

 Bi-weekly applications of plant protectants and growth regulators 

 Aerified all playing surfaces 

 Deep sliced all fairways and approaches 

 Cleared some dead timber from tee and fairway surrounds 

 Daily cleanup of leaf litter from the course  

 edged bunkers 

 Cleaned out dead and dying plant material from our flower and memorial bed landscaping 

 Topdressed greens weekly 

 Continual mowing of all of our “in play” areas  

 Cleaned and organized our storage facilities  

 Pruned low hanging branches and problematic trees 

 

 

Building Maintenance projects performed-  New wash pad built in conjunction with Blackhawk college 

Equipment repairs and/or project performed- Daily and routine service as required 

Course/General facility conditions- The course remains in great shape despite the cold temps 

 Incidents- None 

Accidents reports- None 

Weather conditions-  

Activities/Events/Outings held at park-  

Upcoming- In the coming weeks we will be winterizing the golf course and begin switching over to off 

season projects. 

 

This report was prepared by: Jay Verstraete    Date: 11/8/22 
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  Report to Forest Preserve Committee 

 

  Name of Park    Illiniwek 

 

  For the Month of October 2022 

 
Grounds Maintenance —Staff continued to mow until the 15th of October.  Staff planted 30 trees and shrubs in the 

campground and in the field on the south side of route 84.  Staff was able to spray about 2 acres of bittersweet vine 

in an area with a very heavy infestation that was mowed during the summer with the fecon forestry mulcher at 

Illiniwek.  16”x16” concrete pavers were installed around the 4 water spigots in the field around the pavilion and 

behind the river primitive sites to prevent muddy conditions spigots.  Then staff installed 6” diameter PVC over the 

water line and 4”x4” post holding the water line upright.  The PVC will protect the poly water lines from the sun 

and prevent people from turning the water off by covering the water shutoffs up at each water spigot.  

Building Maintenance Projects Performed— The fan belt was replaced on the north shower building exhaust fan.  

Staff replaced two wall packs one at the south shower building and one at the public restroom.  The outdoor flood 

light was also replaced at the maintenance building.    

Equipment repairs and/or projects performed— A new battery was installed in the 870 zero turn.  

Trails/Course/General facility conditions— The trails at Illiniwek and Dorrance have been opened most of 

October due to dry conditions.  Staff blew debris off the GRT south of Cordova and under the interstate 80 bridge.  

Leaves were building up on the path and the state mowed again which left a lot of debris on the path in some areas.   

Vandalism report- No vandalism    

Incidents— No incidents   

Accidents reports— No accidents   

Weather conditions— Average. 

Activities/Events/Outings held at park— The weather for the Fall Fest/Halloween at Illiniwek was perfect.  The 

RV section of the campground was 100% occupied with some RVers setting up on primitive sites.  All the activities 

planned for that day were filled with families enjoying themselves.  Fleet Feet sponsored a foot race on October 22nd 

that consisted of 40 runners competing for the best times in 3k and 5k.    

Items to be bid by Purchasing— No items to be bid.    

Upcoming Activities –Planting prairie at Amowa east and west.  

Misc.- Staff spent the week prior to the Fall fest converting the 18’ trailer into a “hay wagon” for the hay rack rides 

by building hand railing and decorating the trailer.  Staff also built frames that individuals could construct scare 

crows on as part of the scare crow build at the fall fest.  Staff also purchased clothes from Goodwill to supply items 

for the scare crow build.  Two large signs were built.  One was a frame work for family photos and the other a 

pumpkin sign where you stick your head in a hole for a photo opp.   

Staff built 2 gates that will be installed on the sledding hill road.  Two bollards were also installed using concrete 

that the gates will be attached to.  In the past we were using a simple barricade to keep people from driving on the 

road below the sledding hill.  But people would drive around the barricade to use their 4-wheel drive to try and 

climb the sledding hill.  The new gates should prevent this from happening.   

Staff received word the seed grant that had been applied for through the pollinator plus program was awarded to 

Amowa forest preserve.  The seed consists of supplemental high diversity seed mix. 

The campground at Illiniwek stayed open until November 1st.   

 

 

 

This report was prepared by:    Mike Petersen                Date__11-4-2022________ 
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