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Report to the Rock Island Forest Preserve

Report: Completion of Tasks for the Citizen Advisory Board for Niabi Zoo
From: The Citizen Advisory Board for Niabi Zoo
Date: 2/7/2023

First of all, we wish to thank the Rock Island Forest Preserve for setting up the Citizen Advisory Board for
Niabi Zoo, and asking its members to advise on behalf of Niabi Zoo. This Board had their first meeting
back in November of 2017 and since that time we discussed and presented reports to the Forest
Preserve pertaining to the operation of Niabi Zoo.

Some of the important discussions included proposed fees for the zoo, sponsorships verses advertising
at the zoo, gift and donation guidelines for the zoo and forest preserve facilities. Staff was able to take
those discussions, and develop policy and procedures that were adopted by them, or presented to the
Forest Preserve for adoption.

The CAB also followed up with surveys that were taken at the zoo, and participated in the planning and
review of the zoo master plan.

The most impressive activity taken on by the CAB has been the formation of the Niabi Zoo Foundation.

As a result, the Foundation with the help of staff, has been the driving force behind fundraising for new
animals and exhibits. For all practical purposes, the Foundation has taken on the majority of activity in

support of the zoo.

This has included fund raising for the Rhino, Painted Dogs, and other smaller displays. The foundation is
working with staff to operate Brew at the Zoo, hosted “Train Ambush” and Boo at the Zoo in an effort to
raise awareness and funds for the zoo.

As a result of the activity of the Foundation, there has not been a need to meet as the Citizen Advisory
Board for a year, as there was not any business to carry out.

It is for this reason, that we recommend that the Citizen Advisory Board be disbanded. It has carried out
the original purpose; to support Niabi Zoo and provide reports to the Forest Preserve that pertained to
policy and procedure of the Zoo.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Citizen Advisory Board for Niabi Zoo,

William Nelson,

Chair of the Citizen Advisory Board
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Rock
Island
County

February 3, 2023

TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT:

Accompanying this letter is the Treasurer’s monthly report of Financial Status as of
January 31, 2023 and Interest received on Forest Preserve Funds invested for the month of
January 2023, as the seventh month of the fiscal year, compared with the prior year follows:

FY 2023 interest received in Jan. 2023 $ 18,913.00
FY 2023 accrual as of January 31, 2023 $ 72,965.00
FY 2022 interest received in Jan. 2022 $ 1,562.00
FY 2022 accrual as of January 31, 2022 $ 6,949.00

Monthly interest rate increased from 3.83% for most of J anuary 2023, to 4.0375% effective
February 3, 2023.

The final tax distribution was on J anuary 31, 2023, in the amount of $100,079.47 for taxes, and
$3,096.58 for interest earnings.

|
Please contact me if you have any questions,

Sincerely,

- ¢
XN Oy
Nick Camlin
County Treasurer

NC/mc

NICK CAMLIN, COUNTY TREASURER
SUE ALBERTS, CHIEF DEPUTY
ROCK ISLLAND COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PO Box 3277, Rock Island IL. 61204-3277
Phone (3009) 558-3510 * Fax (300) 558-3511
www.rockislandcounty.org
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