
FOREST PRESERVE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA -- 2/14/2023 at 9:30 AM 
1504 3rd Ave Rock Island, IL – County Building, Third Floor Chambers 

The Rock Island County Forest Preserve Commission will meet at the above date and time in County Board 

Chambers on the third floor of the County Building, 1504 Third Ave, Rock Island, IL. Per section 7(e) of the 

State of Illinois Open Meetings Act, Members of the County Board may attend the meeting remotely, if they prefer. To attend the 

meeting by Zoom dial 312-626-6799 and entering Meeting ID: 949 386 328 when prompted. 

I. Roll Call:

II. Old Business:  Executive Committee minutes from January 10, 2023* pg 2

Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $98,849.76 pg 16
Treasurer’s Disbursements @ $2,151.26 pg 30

III. Claims:*
Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $62,667.90 pg 6
DFCI Fund claims @ $36,620.00 pg 29

IV. Transfers:
There are no Transfers of Appropriations this month*

V. Resolutions:
Consider a resolution regarding Illiniwek Recreation Trail Grant Appropriations* pg 31
Consider a resolution regarding E. Hogan Trust Bequest* pg 32
Consider a resolution regarding Development of Amôwa Forest Preserve* pg 33
Consider a resolution regarding the Woodward Community Grant* pg 34

VI. Ordinances: There are no ordinances to consider this month

VII. Public comment:

VIII   Other Business: 
Review and consider 4x4 pick-up truck bids for Indian Bluff* pg 35
Review and consider Great River Trail at Illiniwek Project bids* pg 39
Review and consider Amôwa Forest Preserve Parking Lots Project bids* pg 43
Review and consider Memorandum of Understanding with the Niabi Zoo Foundation* pg 46
Review and consider Beverage Exclusivity Agreement* pg 50
Consider Dissolution of the Niabi Zoo Community Advisory Board* pg 54
Other business as needed 

IX. Reports:   Approval of all routine reports: 
District FY 23 Budget Performance Report* pg 55 
April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports* pg 71
Mike Petersen - Illiniwek report* pg 79
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report * pg 82

Nick Camlin – Treasurer’s Report* pg 68
Todd Collins pg 77 & Jay Verstraete pg 78 – Indian Bluff Reports* 
Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report* pg 80
Jeff Craver – Director’s report* pg 89

The Forest Preserve Executive Committee may enter a Closed Session for the following: 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) – The appointment employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the 
public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public 
body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity.  
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (2) – Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or 
deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees. 

5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (5)-Discussion of the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings held for the 

purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired. 

* items are in members’ packets

The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Executive Committee will be held at Rock Island County Building,
Rock Island, Illinois on Tuesday, March 14th at 9:30 AM. 
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January 10, 2023 Page 1 

FOREST PRESERVE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 

JANUARY 10, 2023 
 
                  
PRESENT: Committee members – K. Swanson, L. Moreno, J. Woods, E. Sowards, R. 
Simmer, D. Mielke, C. Layer. 
 
ABSENT:  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Jeff Craver, District Director; Lee Jackson, Niabi Zoo Director; Mike 
Petersen, Illiniwek Ranger; Todd Collins, Club House Manager; Jay Verstraete, Golf 
Course Superintendent; April Palmer, Auditor(via Zoom); Nick Camlin, Treasurer; Kurt 
Davis, Information Systems. 
 
President Swanson called the monthly meeting of the Forest Preserve Executive 
Committee to order at 9:32 AM on Tuesday, January 10, 2023, in the third floor 
chambers of the County Building, Rock Island, Illinois. 
 
K. Swanson, L. Moreno, J. Woods, E. Sowards, R. Simmer, D. Mielke, C. Layer. 
TOTAL PRESENT 7 

TOTAL ABSENT 0 

 
President Swanson called for a motion approving the December Committee meeting. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Moreno moved to approve the December Committee meeting minutes. 
Mr. Mielke seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the claims and treasurer’s 
disbursements in the amount of $255,787.40. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Layer moved to approve the claims and treasurer’s disbursements in the 
amount of $255,787.40. Dr. Moreno seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the resolution regarding the semi-
annual review of closed session minutes. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Simmer moved to approve the resolution regarding the semi-annual 
review of closed session minutes. Ms. Woods seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
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President Swanson called for a motion to approve the resolution regarding the donation 
of a red wolf statue. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Layer moved to approve the resolution regarding the donation of a red 
wolf statue. Dr. Simmer seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the resolution regarding the zoo 
foundation reimbursements for a white rhino exhibit. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Moreno moved to approve the resolution regarding the zoo foundation 
reimbursements for a white rhino exhibit. Dr. Simmer seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
There were no requests for public comment. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the resolution regarding the 
appropriations for Amôwa Forest Preserve. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Layer moved to approve the resolution regarding the appropriations for 
Amôwa Forest Preserve. Ms. Woods seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the receipt of a seed donation. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Simmer moved to approve the receipt of a seed donation. Ms. Woods 
seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the resolution regarding 
appropriations for the African Painted Dog grant. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Moreno moved to approve the resolution regarding appropriations for the 
African Painted Dog grant. Dr. Simmer seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the resolution defining a responsible 
bidder. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Simmer moved to approve the resolution defining a responsible bidder. 
Ms. Woods seconded the motion. 
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Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the resolution regarding the Illiniwek 
Recreation Trail grant appropriations. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Layer moved to approve the resolution regarding the Illiniwek Recreation 
Trail grant appropriations. Dr. Moreno seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the 2023 user fees for the District. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Layer moved to approve the 2023 user fees for the District. Dr. Simmer 
seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the Great River Trail Enhancement 
project. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Simmer moved to approve the Great River Trail Enhancement project. 
Ms. Woods seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Petersen stated that this project is still in the design phase. 
 
Mr. Craver stated that the plans seen in the packet are at about 75% completion, but 
today the plans are closer to 90% completion. A cost estimate has been provided. 
Looking at doing the first phase, which is the road leading into the campgrounds that 
goes past the shelter and also leads to the boat launch area. The plan is to widen the 
road and put in a designated bike trail. Grants have been awarded, and donations 
received to go towards this project. Because the road will be closed for the road work, 
the campground will need to remain closed until about May 5th. That’s when the work is 
estimated to be complete. This does of course hinge on the weather, but the worst case 
scenario is that camping at Illiniwek wouldn’t open up until Memorial weekend, which is 
when camping season starts to get busy and we see the most revenue. Hope to have 
bid documents out next week, and present bids in February with an eye to start the 
work in March. Phase two is planned to go out to bid in the fall. The shelter has no 
designated parking area. It is recommended that there be a designated parking area, 
and limit to the size of the groups that are allowed to use the shelter. The large groups 
that use the shelter don’t really fit in that space and are a liability risk. Another option is 
that the District stops doing shelter rentals all together. 
 
Motion carried. 
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President Swanson called for a motion to approve the Amôwa Forest Preserve parking 
lots. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Simmer moved to approve the Amôwa Forest Preserve parking lots. Ms. 
Woods seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the concession agreement between 
Niabi Zoo and Bubbles Bobo Tea. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Mielke moved to approve the concession agreement between Niabi Zoo 
and Bubbles Bobo Tea. Ms. Woods seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the final draft of the fiscal year 2022 
Annual Financial Report. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Simmer moved to approve the final draft of the fiscal year 2022 Annual 
Financial Report. Ms. Woods seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson asked if anyone had any questions regarding routine reports. 
 
No one had any questions regarding the routine reports. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the routine reports of the District 
Department heads. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Moreno moved to approve the routine reports of the District Department 
heads. Mr. Layer seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called the meeting adjourned at 10:02 AM. 
 
Submitted by:  
Cassie Sullivan 
Forest Preserve Administrative Assistant 
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Report to the Rock Island Forest Preserve 

 

Report:  Completion of Tasks for the Citizen Advisory Board for Niabi Zoo 

From:   The Citizen Advisory Board for Niabi Zoo 

Date:  2/7/2023 

 

First of all, we wish to thank the Rock Island Forest Preserve for setting up the Citizen Advisory Board for 

Niabi Zoo, and asking its members to advise on behalf of Niabi Zoo. This Board had their first meeting 

back in November of 2017 and since that time we discussed and presented reports to the Forest 

Preserve pertaining to the operation of Niabi Zoo.  

Some of the important discussions included proposed fees for the zoo, sponsorships verses advertising 

at the zoo, gift and donation guidelines for the zoo and forest preserve facilities. Staff was able to take 

those discussions, and develop policy and procedures that were adopted by them, or presented to the 

Forest Preserve for adoption.   

The CAB also followed up with surveys that were taken at the zoo, and participated in the planning and 

review of the zoo master plan.  

The most impressive activity taken on by the CAB has been the formation of the Niabi Zoo Foundation. 

As a result, the Foundation with the help of staff, has been the driving force behind fundraising for new 

animals and exhibits.  For all practical purposes, the Foundation has taken on the majority of activity in 

support of the zoo.  

This has included fund raising for the Rhino, Painted Dogs, and other smaller displays. The foundation is 

working with staff to operate Brew at the Zoo, hosted “Train Ambush” and Boo at the Zoo in an effort to 

raise awareness and funds for the zoo. 

As a result of the activity of the Foundation, there has not been a need to meet as the Citizen Advisory 

Board for a year, as there was not any business to carry out.  

It is for this reason, that we recommend that the Citizen Advisory Board be disbanded. It has carried out 

the original purpose; to support Niabi Zoo and provide reports to the Forest Preserve that pertained to 

policy and procedure of the Zoo.  

 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Citizen Advisory Board for Niabi Zoo, 

William Nelson,  

Chair of the Citizen Advisory Board 
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February 2023 Clubhouse Report 

 

January Sales Numbers:           2023     2022    2021                        

Golf Revenue       0.00    $312.00           $88.00 

Number Passes Sold        0        5     4 

Pass $ Collected                        0.00           $3625.00        $2670.00  

ProShop Sales     $38.31      0       0  

Total 2022                        

Season Passes sold          5       5       6 

   

 The month of January was the very typical slow month around the golf course.  

The course remains closed for the season, and customer flow for season passes and 

merchandise is nearly non-existent.   Overall there is not much to say.  I took some 

vacation the first half of the month, and have worked on some off season stuff around 

the clubhouse during the remainder of the month.  We had one sale of a couple 

proshop items, other than that customer flow was zero.  Once we flipped to February, 

we have had a few people come in and buy season passes.   

 Among the various things worked on during the month of January: 

 Welcome letters for returning outings, pass holders, leagues prepping to be sent 

out 

 Updating Website for 2023 season 

 Updating POS System for 2023 season 

 Confirming dates of this year’s scheduled outings 

 Painting various areas in clubhouse that needed a touch up 

 General cleaning, more thorough than in season 

I have been reaching out to the golf outings scheduled for the upcoming season, to 

let them know status of things at the golf course, and what we anticipate for the 2023 

season.  As we head into February I am beginning to reach out to the golf leagues to see 

what their plans are for the 2022 season, continuing to confirm golf outings for the 

upcoming season.   
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