
FOREST PRESERVE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA -- 2/11/2025 at 9:30 AM 
1504 3rd Ave Rock Island, IL – County Building, Second Floor Conference Room 

I. Roll Call:

II. Old Business:  Executive Committee minutes from January 14, 2025* pg 2
  Closed Session minutes from January 14, 2025 

III. Claims:*
Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $56,191.25 pg 6
Liability Fund claims @ $821.68 pg 31
DFCI Fund claims @ $1,292.00 pg 33

Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $113,157.52 pg 16
Audit Fund claims @ $6,693.00 pg 32
Treasurer’s Disbursements $2,817.31 pg 34

Claims and Treasurer’s Disbursements totaling $180,972.76 

IV. Transfers:
Consider Transfers of Appropriations* pg 35

V. Resolutions:
Consider a resolution regarding the 2025 Bike Path Grant Improvements* pg 36

VI. Ordinances:
No Ordinances to consider this month

VII. Public comment:

VIII   Other Business: 
     Discussion of impact to Amôwa Forest Preserve due to the construction of the I-80 Bridge* pg 37

  Discussion of cell tower request at Loud Thunder Forest Preserve 
          Discussion of negotiations with AFSCME 2025A 

  Consider authorizing County Board Chairman to execute agreements with Visit Quad Cities, and the Forest Preserve 
 District of Rock Island County, related to hotel/motel tax dollars 

           Other business as needed 

Nick Camlin – Treasurer’s Report* pg 54
Todd Collins pg 63 & Jay Verstraete pg 64 – Indian Bluff Reports* 
Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report* pg 67
Jeff Craver – Director’s report* pg 76

IX. Reports:   Approval of all routine reports: 
District Budget Performance Report* pg 40 
April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports* pg 57 
Mike Petersen - Illiniwek report* pg 65
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report* pg 70
Lake George Inspection report* pg 80

The Forest Preserve Executive Committee may enter a Closed Session for the following: 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) – The appointment employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or 
legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for 
the public body to determine its validity.  
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (2) – Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concerning 
salary schedules for one or more classes of employees. 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (5)-Discussion of the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of 
discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired. 
* items are in members’ packets

The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Executive Committee will be held at Rock Island County Building,
Rock Island, Illinois on Tuesday, March 11th, 2025 at 9:30 AM. 
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FOREST PRESERVE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
JANUARY 14, 2025 

 
                  
PRESENT: Committee members –L. Moreno, E. Sowards, D. Mielke, K. Swanson, R. Simmer. 
 
ABSENT: J. Woods, C. Layer. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Jeff Craver, District Director; Todd Collins, Club House Manager; Ben Mills, 
Loud Thunder Ranger; April Palmer, Auditor; Nick Camlin, Treasurer. 
 
President Swanson called the monthly meeting of the Forest Preserve Executive Committee to 
order at 9:35 AM on Tuesday, January 14, 2025, in the second floor conference room of the 
County Building in Rock Island, Illinois. 
 
D. Mielke, E. Sowards, K. Swanson, L. Moreno, R. Simmer. 
TOTAL PRESENT 5 
J. Woods, C. Layer. 
TOTAL ABSENT 2 
 
President Swanson called for a motion approving the December Committee meeting and the 
closed session minutes. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Moreno moved to approve the December Committee meeting minutes. Ms. 
Sowards seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the claims and treasurer’s disbursements in 
the amount of $243,421.38. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Simmer moved to approve the claims and treasurer’s disbursements in the 
amount of $243,421.38. Ms. Sowards seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the transfers of appropriations. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Moreno moved to approve the transfers of appropriations. Dr. Simmer seconded 
the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the resolutions regarding the semi-annual 
review of closed session minutes, Niabi Zoo ARPA Grant Appropriations, and Niabi Zoo 
Appropriations – Woodward Community Grant. 
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MOTION: Dr. Simmer moved to approve the resolutions regarding the semi-annual review of 
closed session minutes Niabi Zoo ARPA Grant Appropriations, and Niabi Zoo Appropriations – 
Woodward Community Grant. Ms. Sowards seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson made three calls for public comment. There were no requests for public 
comment. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the 2025 user fees for the District. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Moreno moved to approve the 2025 user fees for the District. Mr. Mielke 
seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve the IMEG Agreement for the design and 
construction documents of Bike Path reconstruction. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Mielke moved to approve the IMEG Agreement for the design and construction 
documents of Bike Path reconstruction. Dr. Moreno seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Craver added that hopefully will get Bids out and back by May of this year. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called on Mr. Craver for the discussion of Electric Vehicle Charger 
assessment report for the District. 
 
Mr. Craver stated that District was award up to $410,000.00 for installation of electric vehicle 
charging station at the various facilities. This gives us some nice cost estimates. There are a 
couple of different options for several of our facilities. Looking at three stations at Loud 
Thunder. Four at Niabi, which would be eight ports. At Illiniwek there are a couple of different 
options as well. Such as a spot near the restroom facility, or a spot across the road. There is 
space for some station in the Amôwa parking lot, and even at Dorrance and the Martin 
Conservation area. Electric vehicle charging stations are not in great demand at this time, but 
in the foreseeable future hopefully they will be a great amenity that is offered at District 
facilities. It is a 20% match grant. There is also the added bonus of getting more electric 
infrastructure out at the preserves in areas that would benefit the District beyond powering the 
stations. 
 
President Swanson stated that this did sound like an excellent opportunity for the District. 
 
Dr. Moreno stated that he agreed. It does sounds like a great opportunity. There is one 
concern that I have. Around the country in remote and isolated locations that have charging 
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station there have reports of vandalism and theft of copper from the stations. Are there plans 
to put security cameras out at those locations? 
 
Mr. Craver stated that that’s a possibility. While there have been instances of vandalism, and 
theft, at the preserves, it tends to be few and far between. However, more security would be 
another bonus to the project. 
 
Mr. Mielke asked if the charging stations would be 24/7. 
 
Mr. Craver stated that the stations would only operate during park hours. 
 
There was a brief discussion on the future of electric vehicles in this country. 
 
President Swanson asked Mr. Camlin if there was anything he’d like to bring to the 
Committee’s attention. 
 
Mr. Camlin stated that he had received 6 bids for the Tax Anticipation Warrant for Niabi. 
These still need thoroughly compared to ensure that the best deal for the District is chosen, 
but there are a couple bids that look good. 
 
President Swanson asked Ms. Palmer if there was anything she wanted to bring to the 
Committee’s attention. 
 
Ms. Palmer stated that there was nothing specific. The District is half way through its fiscal 
year, and the budget is looking as expected. 
 
President Swanson asked Mr. Collins if there was anything that he wanted to lift up from his 
report. 
 
Mr. Collins stated that this was an excellent year for the golf course. Even better than last 
year, and that’s saying something. 
 
President Swanson asked Mr. Mills if there was anything he wanted to lift up from his report. 
 
Mr. Mills stated that, as specified in the report, staff is working on winter maintenance, 
pesticide licenses, and the forest management plan when weather allows. 
 
President Swanson asked Mr. Craver if there was anything that he wanted to bring to the 
Committee’s attention. 
 
Mr. Craver stated that Mr. Jackson is on vacation. There was an application submitted for zoo 
exhibits, so hopefully the District will get that grant. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to approve all routine reports from the Director and 
Department Heads as presented. 
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MOTION: Mr. Mielke moved to approve all routine reports from the Director and Department 
Heads as presented. Dr. Simmer seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to enter closed session as per ILCS 120/2 (c) (1)  
(c) Exceptions: (2) Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees 
or their representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes 
of employees. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Simmer moved to enter closed session. Ms. Sowards seconded the motion. 
 
A roll call vote was taken. 
 
D. Mielke, E. Sowards, K. Swanson, L. Moreno, R. Simmer. 
TOTAL YES  5 
TOTAL NO  0 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Closed session began 10:11 AM 
 
Closed session ended 10:39 AM 
 
President Swanson called for a motion to return to open session. 
 
MOTION: Dr. Simmer moved to return to open session. Dr. Moreno seconded the motion. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
President Swanson asked if there was anything else that needed the Committee’s attention. 
 
No one had anything else for the Committee. 
 
President Swanson called the meeting adjourned at 10:40 AM. 
 
Submitted by:  
Cassie Sullivan 
Forest Preserve Administrative Assistant 
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February 2025 Clubhouse Report 

 

January Sales Numbers:          2025    2024   2023                       

Golf Revenue     0.00                0.00              0.00 

Number Passes Sold        3    0               0 

Pass $ Collected                       $2325.00    0.00               0.00  

ProShop Sales     $20.00   0.00   $38.31  

Total 2024                        
Season Passes sold          4    0       0    

 The month of January was the very typical slow month around the golf course.  
The course remains closed for the season, and customer flow for season passes and 
merchandise is nearly non-existent.   Overall there is not much to say.  I took some 
vacation the first half of the month, and have worked on some off season stuff around 
the clubhouse during the remainder of the month.  Once we flipped to February, we 
have had a few people come in and buy season passes.   

  

Among the various things worked on during the month of January: 

• Welcome letters for returning outings, pass holders, leagues prepping to be sent 
out 

• Updating Website for 2025 season 
• Updating POS System for 2025 season 
• Confirming dates of this year’s scheduled outings 
• Painting various areas in clubhouse that needed a touch up 
• General cleaning, more thorough than in season 

 

I have been reaching out to the golf outings scheduled for the upcoming season, to 
let them know status of things at the golf course, and what we anticipate for the 2025 
season.  As we head into February I am beginning to reach out to the golf leagues to see 
what their plans are for the 2025 season, continuing to confirm golf outings for the 
upcoming season.  I will also continue preparations for the 2025 season.   
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Report to Forest Preserve Committee 
 

  Name of Park __Loud Thunder __ 
 

  For the Month of _January 2025__ 
 

Grounds Maintenance performed--  

• Picked up trash on grounds, removed trash from trash receptacles 

• Cleaned pit toilets as needed  

• Split and stacked firewood for the 2025 camping season 

• Removed hazard trees  

• Removed downed trees along the Sac Fox East trail 

• Finished annual pruning  

• Shoveled snow as needed at park office 

Building Maintenance projects performed-- 

• Cleaned maintenance shop  

• Set up mudjacking for park office to be done when frost is out of the ground for the season 

• Replaced light bulbs as needed  

• Cleaned park office as needed  

Equipment repairs and/or project performed-- 

• Preformed pre and post operation checks daily on equipment to be used.   

• Completed floor replacement on two small pontoon boats 

• Began annual maintenance on JD 997 zero turn mowers  

• Replaced spark plugs, air filters, and fuel filters on all chainsaws, backpack blowers, and pole saws 

Trails/Course/General facility conditions--The park as a whole is looking great. Trails were open to 

horses and bikes for the majority of the month due to the ground being frozen. 

Vandalism report— I have no vandalism to report for the month of January 2025.  

Incidents--I have no incidents to report for the month of January 2025. 

Accidents reports--I have no accidents to report for the month of January 2025.  

Weather conditions—The month of January was extremely cold.  Temperatures were extremely cold for 

a significantly longer period than we typically see this time of year.  

Activities/Events/Outings held at park— The Loud Thunder Deer Archery Hunt is done for the year and 

a total of 35 deer were harvested this season.  
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  The month of January was a productive one for staff here at the preserve.  We were able to 

remove and replace two decks on our small pontoon boats for the boat rental, and work on other annual 

maintenance during the bitterly cold days where working outdoors was tough.  Staff also finished up 

pruning operations along with removals of several hazard trees on the grounds.  I still have a few trees that 

I will have staff remove prior to the 2025 camping season to mitigate risk. we will process these trees into 

firewood to sell to our campers.   

  Recent lake and fish studies conducted by IL Fisheries biologist have recommended the need for 

additional habitat for a few years.   I am pleased to inform this committee that our application for 

installing fish habitat has been approved by the U.S. Corps of Engineers, and this spring, David Wyffles 

with the IL DNR Fisheries, will be placing 5 structures in Lake George.   Caleb Cox built these structures 

for his Eaglescout project fall of 2024.  I may have staff construct an additional 5 or 10 structures if time 

permits after all normal winter maintenance is complete as the biologist feel more would be additionally 

beneficial to the fishery.   

  Sustained cold temps that we experienced during the month of January kept patrons from visiting 

the preserve.  This decline is pretty typical for this time of year, and can turn on a dime as soon as temps 

are forecasted high 30’s and above.  Ice fishermen have been taking advantage of Lake George being 

frozen, and fishing reports have been very good for panfish.  Other users who have continued to come out 

include a few committed hikers and people walking their dogs.    

  Jeramy Duffee has again reached out to me to ask permission from this committee to hold the 

4STA race here at the preserve this fall.  His request is attached below in my report.  I have had no 

problems working with him in the past and recommend granting him permission.  He knows that he must 

provide proof of insurance of no less than $1,000,000 and list Loud Thunder as “additionally insured”, and 

run any changes to the race through me. 

  Finally, I and staff have received complaints consistently through the years in regard to the hard 

water smell from patrons in our new campgrounds.  I have brought Oak Plumbing into the preserve to 

aerate the new well that provides water for both Deer Haven and the Horse Corral campgrounds.  There is 

a very good chance that doing this may completely eliminate the sulfur smell in our water.  If this is not 

successful then I will have to look into treating the water to eliminate this smell and that would be an 

ongoing operating cost to the district.  I will follow-up with this committee when the job is complete and 

let you know if it was successful  or not 

 

Ben Mills Superintendent 

Loud Thunder Forest Preserve, Ralph Martin Conservation Area  02//05/25 
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 4sta Hike - 2025  
 
 
This trail race will take place within the Loud Thunder Forest Preserve, showcasing the trails and 
challenging terrain that it offers. This event is tentatively scheduled to take place on Saturday, 
20Sep25. The start time has yet to be determined but would likely begin around 8am. The race 
organization (Gated Management) will again secure insurance for this event.  
 
This will be a timed event (4 hours), allowing participants to run as much or as little as they 
would like. The current course would be a 1 mile loop that participants would repeat during the 
given time. Not only will it be mentally taxing running the same loop for 4 hours, but this course 
boasts over 300’ of elevation gain and 300’ of elevation loss per loop. After seven successful 
events, it's established itself as one of the toughest courses in the Quad City area!  
 
Besides allowing participants an opportunity to experience what the Loud Thunder trail systems 
offer, we again, plan to take the majority of the proceeds and donate them back to the park. 
After 7 previous events, from race funds and donations from some of our sponsors, we have 
been able to give back over $6,000!  
 
We would love an opportunity to come back and host the event again this year!  
 
Jeramy Duffee, owner of Gated Management, is an RRCA Certified Running Coach and ACE 
Certified Personal Trainer. He brings an extensive event background over from the 
entertainment and professional sports industries. He’s been consistently running for over a 
decade and has spent the last 10 years running ultramarathons. While an ultra is defined as a 
race 31 miles or greater, he’s covered all of the standard distances up to and including multiple 
100+ mile finishes. 
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