
FOREST PRESERVE COMMISSION AGENDA -- 3/18/25 at 5:30 PM* 
3rd Floor Chambers, County Building, 1504 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL  61201 

I. Roll Call:

II. Presentation: Dr. Greg Rasmussen, Executive Director & Founder, Painted Dog Research

III. Old Business:  Commission minutes February 18, 2025 pg 2

IV. Public comment:

V. President’s Comments

VI. Claims: **
Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $35,505.41 pg 19 
Liability Fund claims @ $117.00 pg 43

Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $141,340.71 pg 28 
Treasurer’s Disbursements @ $308.09 pg 44

Claims and Treasurer’s Disbursements totaling $177,271.21 
VII. Transfers

There were no Transfers of appropriations this month

VIII. Resolutions
Consider a resolution regarding the Zoo ARPA** pg 45

IX. Ordinance
No ordinances for consideration this month

X. Other New Business:
Consider AFSCME 2025A Collective Bargaining Unit Agreement
Consider Disabled Golf Cart Policy** pg 46
Consider 2025 golf cart fees $17 for 18 holes, $11 for 9 holes, and $15 for seniors (weekdays only); fee includes sales tax

XI. Comments from Commissioners

XII. Reports:   Approval of all routine reports:
Nick Camlin – Treasurer’s Report** pg 62
Todd Collins pg 71 & Jay Verstraete  – Indian Bluff report ** 
Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report** pg 74
Jeff Craver – Director’s report** pg у5

District Budget Performance Report** pg 48 
April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports** pg 65 
Mike Petersen - Illiniwek report** pg 72 
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report** pg 77

XIV. The Forest Preserve Executive Committee may enter a Closed Session for the following:
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) – The appointment employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel 
for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for the public body to 
determine its validity.  
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (2) – Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concerning salary 
schedules for one or more classes of employees. 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (5)-Discussion of the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether 
a particular parcel should be acquired. 
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (11)-Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or 
administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be recorded and entered 
into the minutes of the closed meeting. 

Recess 
The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Commission will be held at the Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Ave, Rock Island, Illinois 61201 

on Tuesday, April 15th at 5:30 PM following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board. 
*The Forest Preserve Commission will begin immediately following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board
**Items in Commissioners packets can be viewed online at the District’s website www.ricfpd.org 
CS  -  Posted 3/14/2025
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  Report to Forest Preserve Committee 
 

  Name of Park    Illiniwek 
 

  For the Month of January 2025 
 

Grounds Maintenance performed— Staff continued to grind stumps in the campground and in the 9th 

street project.  Staff mowed around the planted oak tree in the 9th street project with the forestry mulcher 

to eliminate competition from willows and cottonwoods.  Staff cut and removed a very thick infestation of 

honeysuckle at Illiniwek on about 1 acre near the sledding hill.  Staff pruned the tree farm adjacent to 

route 84.  Pruning was done to eliminate branches from growing too close to route 84 right-of-way, tree 

health and vigor, and to allow equipment to maneuver under the trees like mowers and the skidsteer. 

Again in February staff hauled 500 gallons of water over to the campground to dump into the lift station 

pit.  For some reason the pumps went into backup mode and the only way to fix this problem was to cycle 

the pumps.  System is operating correctly again.   

Building Maintenance projects performed—Staff thoroughly cleaned the maintenance which included 

purging old worn out equipment, stock piles of old used lumber, and organizing equipment and hand tools 

to make the space more efficient.   

Equipment repairs and/or project performed— Staff finished yearly equipment maintenance on the 

5225 john deere tractor, the 4210 john deere mower, and the john deere gator.  This year maintenance 

included oil changes, tire repairs, filter replacement, greasing, and mower blade replacement.  Staff 

replaced about half of the cutting teeth on the stump grinder.  Staff replaced both mounting brackets on the 

western snow plow that was borrowed from the gold course.  During snow plowing one of the mounting 

pins sheared off causing the snow plow to drop to the ground.     

Trails/Course/General facility conditions—The trails at Illiniwek, Dorrance, and Amôwa are in good 

shape.  Closed a few times in February for soft and muddy conditions but in general have been open and 

used a lot.   

Vandalism report—No vandalism. 

Incidents—No incidents 

Accidents reports—No accidents. 

Weather conditions—Average 

Activities/Events/Outings held at park— No activities 

Items to be bid by Purchasing—No items.  

Other misc. notes— The last two weeks in April Illiniwek will be hosting 20 volunteers from the 

organization “a year to volunteer”.  They will be helping with trail construction at Amôwa which includes 

installing a bridge, new roof on the Dorrance pavilion, painting the picnic tables under the Illiniwek 

pavilion, building a small bridge in the campground over the creek, painting under the awnings of the 
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shower buildings.  The state has marked the boundary of the new road location at Amôwa east for the 

future interstate expansion project.      

Upcoming Items— Starting in May LL&W along with the soil and water conservation district and 

Illiniwek will start the spring ecology classes at Illiniwek again.  This is open to high school age students 

to learn about forest and prairie ecology.  May 3rd from 9-11 am Illiniwek will host the annual garlic 

mustard pull.  May 10th from 9-11 am Illiniwek will host the annual honeysuckle removal.  

 
This report was prepared     Mike Petersen     Date_2-04-2025 
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2025 HOURS

April 22-October 26…...……Tuesday-Sunday: 10:00 am-5:00 pm, last entry at 4:00 pm

Closed on Mondays (except for Memorial Day, Labor Day)

2025 FREE ADMISSION
Sept 16-19 (Tuesday-Friday)

Sept 23-26 (Tuesday-Friday)

Sept 30 - Oct 3 (Tuesday-Friday)

Oct 7-10 (Tuesday-Friday)

Oct 14-17 (Tuesday-Friday)

Oct 21-24 (Tuesday-Friday)

2025 Event Calendar
Day Date Event

Saturday April 19 Zoo Preview/Members Only Egg Hunt

Tuesday April 22 Zoo Opening Day

Earth Day Celebration

Sunday May 11 Mothers Day/Brunch- Think of some ideas to boost this day

Endangered Species Day

Sunday May 4 Star Wars Day

Monday May 26 Memorial Day 

Sunday June 15 Fathers Day-Think of some ideas to boost this day

Tuesday

Saturday Breakfast with Giraffe / World Giraffe Day 

Saturday Breakfast with the Reptiles / Reptile Day

Thursday July 24 Members Night

Saturday Pollinator Day

Saturday Breakfast with the Painted Dogs / African Painted Dog Day

Saturday August 2 moved to 

May 31

Princesses & Paws/ Fairy Tails Day/Furry Friends & Fairy Tails/ 

Royal Zoo Kingdom  

Sunday Primate Day

Monday Sept 1 Labor Day 

Sat-Sun Animal Art Show

Sat-Sun Animal Art Show

Sunday Sept 7 Grandparents Day

Sunday Sept 14 Hero's Day

Friday Sept 12 tentative Pints for Preservation

Sat-Sun Animal Art Show

Saturday World Animal Day 

Monday Oct 13 Indigenous Peoples' Day/ Columbus Day 

Saturday Snow Leopard Day

Sat-Sun Oct 25 & 26 Boo at the Zoo

Sat-Sun Animal Art Show

Monday Oct 27 Zoo Closed 

Sat-Sun Breakfast/Brunch with Santa Paws
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