
FOREST PRESERVE COMMISSION AGENDA -- 9/15/26 at 5:30 PM* 
3rd Floor Chambers, County Building, 1504 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL  61201 

I. Roll Call:

II. Presentation: none

III. Old Business:  Commission minutes August 18, 2026** pg 2

IV. Public comment:

V. President’s Comments

VI. Claims:**
FY 2026 Treasurer’s Disbursements @ $30,575.27 pg 83
FY 2027

Niabi Zoo Fund claims @ $133,234.77 pg 62 
Devel of Forests & Constr Fund @ $22,436.76 pg 81 

Forest Preserve General Fund claims @ $107,202.17 pg 50 
Liability Fund claims @ $18.50 pg 80
Treasurer’s Disbursements @ $84,806.66 pg 82

Claims and Treasurer’s Disbursements totaling $378,274.13 
VII. Transfers

Consider transfers of appropriations for fiscal year 2026** pg 84
Consider transfers of appropriations for fiscal year 2027** pg 85

VIII. Resolutions
Consider a resolution regarding FY 26 Bike Path Grant Improvements** pg 86
Consider a resolution regarding FY 26 Niabi Zoo Fund Generator Grant Appropriations** pg 87

IX. Ordinance
There are no ordinances this month

X. Other New Business:

XI. Comments from Commissioners

XII. Reports:   Approval of all routine reports:
District Budget Performance Report** pg 88 
April Palmer – Auditor’s Reports** pg 119
Mike Petersen - Illiniwek report** pg 132
Lee Jackson – Niabi Zoo report** pg 135

Nick Camlin – Treasurer’s Report** pg 116
Todd Collins pg 127 & Jay Verstraete pg 129 – Indian Bluff report ** 
Ben Mills – Loud Thunder report** pg 133
Jeff Craver – Director’s report** pg 143

Recess 
The next meeting of the Forest Preserve Commission will be held at the Rock Island County Building, 1504 3rd Ave, Rock Island, Illinois 61201 on Tuesday, 

October 20th at 5:30 PM following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board. 
*The Forest Preserve Commission will begin immediately following the meeting of the Rock Island County Board
**Items in Commissioners packets can be viewed online at the District’s website www.ricfpd.org 
CS  -  Posted 9/11/2026 
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               WHEREAS, the Forest Preserve Commission of Rock Island County,
Illinois, has adopted Annual Budgets and Appropriation Ordinances for the fiscal 
period beginning July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 2026, and

               WHEREAS, it now appears desirable and necessary that certain 
adjustments be made between Appropriation Items in the Forest Preserve Fund 
and Niabi Zoo Fund in said Annual Appropriation Ordinances, and

   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Forest Preserve
 Commission of Rock Island County, Illinois, that the amounts set forth below are 
hereby transferred from the unexpended balance of certain appropriation items in 
the Forest Preserve Fund as contained in said Budgets and Appropriation 
Ordinances to certain other such Appropriation Items within the same Fund, as 
follows: within the same Fund, as follows:

Amount Appropriation # Description Revised
$4,275.00 from 130-32-91 413 Employee Health Benefit $68,447.00

$325.00 to 130-32-10 632 Communications $4,135.00
$50.00 to 130-32-10 634 Publishing $7,925.00

$500.00 to 130-32-10 644 Outside Contractual $150,857.00
$500.00 to 130-32-90 522 Operating Supplies $25,991.00

$1,000.00 to 130-32-90 638 Repairs & Maintenance $34,163.00
$500.00 to 130-32-91 637 Utilities $25,845.00
$500.00 to 130-32-91 638 Repairs & Maintenance $36,720.00
$300.00 to 130-32-92 524 Small Tools & Equipment $9,393.00
$600.00 to 130-32-92 631 Professional Services $21,664.00

$25,000.00 from 130-32-10 991.74 Transfer to Niabi Zoo $524,325.83
$25,000.00 to 130-32-10 991.11 Transfer to Other Funds $25,000.00

$2,918.00 from 131-32-10 411.10 Seasonal Salaries & Wages $167,082.00
$11,637.00 from 131-32-10 411.00 Salaries & Wages $250,137.00

$75.00 to 131-32-07 522 Operating Supplies $4,980.00
$55.00 to 131-32-08 414 Uniform & Clothing $9,355.00

$1,225.00 to 131-32-08 524 Small Tools & Equipment $17,558.00
$1,600.00 to 131-32-08 528 Zoo Animals $4,755.00
$2,800.00 to 131-32-10 522.GS Operating Supplies-Gift Shop $106,821.00

$50.00 to 131-32-10 529 Employee Rcognition Supplies $50.00
$100.00 to 131-32-10 631 Professional Services $102,958.00

$1,100.00 to 131-32-10 632 Communications $21,349.00
$600.00 to 131-32-10 635 Printing & Duplicating $3,925.00
$250.00 to 131-32-18 524 Small Tools & Equipment $10,200.00

$5,000.00 to 131-32-18 637 Utilities $126,788.00
$1,700.00 to 131-32-18 638 Repairs & Maintenance $58,805.20
$6,000.00 from 133-32 636 Insurance $322,750.00
$6,000.00 to 133-32 631 Professional Services $6,000.00

$500.00 from 131-32-08 413 Employee Health Benefit $139,242.00
$500.00 to 131-32-08 522 Operating Supplies $364,631.00

               ADOPTED by the Forest Preserve Commission of Rock Island County, 
Rock Island, Illinois on the 15th day of September, 2026.
The Revised Appropriations shall be in full force and effect from and after this date. 
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Transfers of Appropriation
 

               WHEREAS, the Forest Preserve Commission of Rock Island County,
Illinois, has adopted Annual Budgets and Appropriation Ordinances for the fiscal 
period beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027, and

               WHEREAS, it now appears desirable and necessary that certain 
adjustments be made between Appropriation Items in the Forest Preserve Fund 
and Niabi Zoo Fund in said Annual Appropriation Ordinances, and

   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Forest Preserve
 Commission of Rock Island County, Illinois, that the amounts set forth below are 
hereby transferred from the unexpended balance of certain appropriation items in 
the Forest Preserve Fund as contained in said Budgets and Appropriation 
Ordinances to certain other such Appropriation Items within the same Fund, as 
follows: within the same Fund, as follows:

Amount Appropriation # Description Revised
$10,000.00 from 335-32 767 Infrastructure > $15,000 $590,000.00
$10,000.00 to 335-32 631 Professional Services $10,000.00

Rock Island, Illinois on the 15th day of September, 2026.
The Revised Appropriations shall be in full force and effect from and after this date. 
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RESOLUTION 

FY 2027 Bike Path Grant Improvements 
 

 WHEREAS, the Forest Preserve District was awarded grant funds to 
resurface portions of the Great River Trail in unincorporated Rock Island 
County near Cordova to the Rock Island County border along Route 84, and    

 
WHEREAS, expenditures pertaining to the design, bidding and survey 

services have been received, and  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Forest Preserve 
Commission of Rock Island County, Rock Island, Illinois, as follows: 
 
SECTION 1.  An emergency exists as outlined above.  
 
SECTION 2.  Funds in the amount of $12.618.69 are available from 
unappropriated funds within Fund #335 Development of Forest and 
Construction of Improvements until the grant award is received to the 
following:  
 
AMOUNT      APPROPRIATION   DESCRIPTION 
$12,618.69  335-32-35 765.00   Construction in Progress 
   IBPG27-50-76500 
 
SECTION 3.  Revenues in the amount of $12,618.69 shall be increased from 
grant funds to be received to the Development of Forests & Construction 
Fund #335 in the following:  
 
AMOUNT      APPROPRIATION  DESCRIPTION 
$12,618.69 335-32-35 334.70   State Grant – Bike Path Grant  

IBPG27-00-33470   
 
SECTION 4.  This resolution to become effective immediately. 
 
 
 ADOPTED by the Rock Island County Forest Preserve Commission, 
Rock Island County, Illinois, this 15th day of September, 2026. 
 
 
 
 
                         
Kai Swanson, President  Karen Kinney, Secretary 
Forest Preserve Commission  Forest Preserve Commission 
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RESOLUTION 

FY 2026 Niabi Zoo Fund Generator Grant Appropriations 
 

 WHEREAS, the Niabi Zoo Foundation was awarded funding from the 
Hubbell Waterman Foundation to support a portion of the installation of 
generators at Niabi Zoo, and     
 
 WHEREAS, the Rock Island County Forest Preserve District will be 
reimbursed for the generators and supporting infrastructure, and  
 

WHEREAS, construction work has been performed, and  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Forest Preserve 
Commission of Rock Island County, Rock Island, Illinois, as follows: 
 
SECTION 1.  An emergency exists as outlined above.  
 
SECTION 2.  Expenditures in the amount of $12,325.93 shall be increased 
from unencumbered funds in the Niabi Zoo Fund #131 to the following:  
 
AMOUNT      APPROPRIATION  DESCRIPTION 
$12,325.93  131-32-35 768.00 HWFG24 Machine & Equipment over $5000 
 
SECTION 3.  This resolution to become effective immediately. 
 
 ADOPTED by the Rock Island County Forest Preserve Commission, 
Rock Island County, Illinois, this 15th day of September, 2026. 
 
 
 
 
                         
Kai Swanson, President  Karen Kinney, Secretary 
Forest Preserve Commission  Forest Preserve Commission 
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  Page 1 of 1. 

PO BOX 3277, ROCK ISLAND, IL 61204 
 

PHONE: 309-558-3510 
FAX: 309-558-3511 

 

www.RockIslandCountyIL.gov/Treasurer 
 

Nick Camlin 
Rock Island County Treasurer 

 

1504 3RD AVENUE 
ROCK ISLAND, IL 61201 

 
 
 
September 8, 2026 
 
 
TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT: 
 
Accompanying this letter is the Treasurer’s monthly report of Financial Status as of August 31, 2026. The 
report includes the cash balances of Forest Preserve Funds and interest received for the month of 
August 2026, as the second month of the fiscal year. 
 
Interest received compared with the prior year: 

FY 2027 interest received in August 2026 
FY 2027 accrual as of August 31, 2026    

$    12,761.00 
$    12,761.00   

FY 2026 interest received in August 2025 
FY 2026 accrual as of August 31, 2025 

$     15,468.00 
$   15,468.00 

▪ The Blackhawk Bank interest rate has been at 3.1875% since December 11, 2025.  
▪ As of September 4, 2026, Forest Preserve funds accounted for 5.2% of the pooled investments. (Sum of 

all FP funds invested divided by Pool Investments.xls) 
 
Loans/Debt: 

Bonds 

Bond Issue Principal Owed Interest Owed Total (w/o fees) End Date Funding Source 

6158 Forest Preserve GO Series 2016 $1,015,000.00 $46,425.00 $1,061,425.00 Dec 1, 2028 FP GF 

6689 Forest Preserve GO Series 2017 $3,280,000.00 $884,918.75 $4,164,918.75 Dec 1, 2037 FP GF 

 
Please contact me at once if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Nick Camlin 
Rock Island County Forest Preserve District Treasurer 
 
NC/se 
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Paying Fund Paying Fund Description Beginning Balance Ending Balance

130 Forest Preserve $2,136,874.53 $2,263,201.01

131 Niabi Zoo $1,301,651.82 $2,391,040.07

132 Forest Preserve Retire $169,980.47 $186,993.58

133 Forest Preserve Liab Ins $220,013.06 $273,980.82

136 Forest Preserve FISSA $218,635.77 $242,326.30

161 Audit Levy $52,046.53 $60,978.61

201 Forest Pres Debt Service $0.00 $0.00

331 F.P. Golf Course Improve $98,676.36 $98,929.91

335 Develop-Forests & Construct Impr $323,568.21 $463,696.87

336 Loud Thunder Spillway & Camping $210,550.14 $211,116.50

608 Marvin Martin Fund $76,024.49 $76,229.08

$4,808,021.38 $6,268,492.75

336 Loud Thunder Spillway & Camping

608 Marvin Martin Fund

Grand Total: 11 Funds

201 Forest Pres Debt Service

331 F.P. Golf Course Improve

335 Develop-Forests & Construct Impr

133 Forest Preserve Liab Ins

136 Forest Preserve FISSA

161 Audit Levy

130 Forest Preserve

131 Niabi Zoo

132 Forest Preserve Retire

RIC Forest Preserve District

Forest Preserve Fund Balances
From Date: 8/1/2026 - To Date: 8/31/2026

Summary Listing, Report By Fund - Account

Fund Description

 user: Sarah Engeman Pages 1 of 1  Tuesday, September 8, 2026

117



Paying Fund Paying Fund Description Total Credits

130 Forest Preserve $5,563.83

131 Niabi Zoo $3,413.58

132 Forest Preserve Retire $467.66

133 Forest Preserve Liab Ins $626.82

136 Forest Preserve FISSA $606.46

161 Audit Levy $135.39

201 Forest Pres Debt Service $0.00

331 F.P. Golf Course Improve $253.55

335 Develop-Forests & Construct Impr $922.34

336 Loud Thunder Spillway & Camping $566.36

608 Marvin Martin Fund $204.59

INTEREST EARNED IN AUG 2026 = $12,760.58

YEAR-TO-DATE INTEREST = $12,760.58

336 Loud Thunder Spillway & Camping

608 Marvin Martin Fund

Grand Total: 11 Funds

201 Forest Pres Debt Service

331 F.P. Golf Course Improve

335 Develop-Forests & Construct Impr

133 Forest Preserve Liab Ins

136 Forest Preserve FISSA

161 Audit Levy

130 Forest Preserve

131 Niabi Zoo

132 Forest Preserve Retire

RIC Forest Preserve District

Interest Earned
From Date: 8/1/2026 - To Date: 8/31/2026

Summary Listing, Report By Fund - Account

Fund Description

 user: Sarah Engeman Pages 1 of 1  Tuesday, September 8, 2026
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Indian Bluff GC Clubhouse Report September 2026 

 

August Sales Numbers:    2026   2025   2024 

Rounds played:      3454   4812   4517  

Golf Revenue’s:     $92,675   $129,871  $111,598 

Concession’s:       $25,558   $33,278   $30,374  

ProShop:       $3860   $6022   $4,661 

Improvement Fund:    $4550.00  $6439.25  $7982.75 

Total Revenue for August:   $122,543  $169,170  $146,639 

Avg $/Round    $35.48   $35.16   $32.46  

 

 

August was not a very good month for the golf course.  Looking back at last year’s report this is the first 

August in 9 years that did not live up to expectations.  The month started out with the first outing of the 

month On Saturday August 1st, being rained out and the course closed for the day.  In total we lost two 

full Saturdays to rain, one Saturday had light rain the entire afternoon.  On top of that we had a Sunday 

with only nine holes open to cart traffic, and another Sunday with tstorms most of the afternoon.  Too 

add to the misery we lost several weekdays as well to rain in the first half of the month.  In total SEVEN 

days were rained out completely, with 4 others suffering effects of the continued rains.   All in all it led 

to rounds and revenue being down significantly.  Avg money spent per round was slightly higher.  Had all 

the days in August been decent weather, we would have approached last years lofty numbers.   

The golf course did manage to get the Knoxville Tap Golf Outing and the Moline Football Golf Outing 

played as scheduled, along with the National Guard outing.   

As we move into September Indian Bluff has the following golf outings scheduled: 

• Plumbers and Pipefitter Local 25 two day Event 

• Moline Baseball Fundraiser 

• Moline Basketball Fundraiser 

• Fire Dept Fire Cup outing 

• Illinois Association of County Engineers Outing 

• Younglife Golf Outing 
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Along with these outings, we have a couple of league outings scheduled as well.  So still several good 

events going on in the month of September.   Overall I am not sure what to expect for revenue in the 

month, several good events are still to come, yet the weather has not been cooperating.  So far we are 

in the middle of a heat wave that has reduced play significantly.  As we head past Labor Day, I am not 

sure if people will give up the game for the season or continue playing.  I believe either is possible.     
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  Report to Forest Preserve Committee 
 

 Name of Park ___Indian Bluff 
 For the Month of _August 

 
  
 
 
The month of August was relatively busy with daily play and a few outings.  We started the renovation 
project on our ninth green and seeded it the first of September.  The project is all but completed aside from 
a few finishing touches on the surround areas… 
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Grounds Maintenance performed- 
 

• Bi-weekly applications of plant protectants and growth regulators 
• Pruned and removed trees as necessary on the course 
• Irrigation repair number 8 green 
• Raked and edged bunkers as necessary 
• Roll and mow greens daily  
• Continual maintenance of our flower and landscaping beds 
• Continual mowing of all of our “in play” areas  
• Cleaned and organized our storage facilities  

 

Building Maintenance projects performed- Routine cleaning and servicing of facilities 

Equipment repairs and/or project performed- Routine service as needed. 

Course/General facility conditions- Golf course took a little hit from the extremes in temperature and moisture 

fluctuations but fortunately a timely  application of  fertilizer and some spiking the golf course remains in excellent 

condition  

Incidents- None 

Accidents reports- None 

Weather conditions- Very Warm/ hot temperatures 

Activities/Events/Outings held at park- A good deal of daily play 

Upcoming- Greens, tees, and fairway aerification as well as fall applications of fertilizers and plant protectants   

 

 
This report was prepared by: Jay Verstraete    Date: 9/4/25 130



Camping Report August 2026

Illiniwek Forest Preserve

Aug-26 Aug-25 Aug-24 Aug-23 Aug-22

Units Rented 1333 1679 1843 1,835 1,941
Fees 21768.31 $26,489.81 $27,858.31 $26,241.76 $27,002.87
Average Stay Length 4.06 4.13 4.63 4.15 4.24

YTD 2026 YTD 2025*** YTD 2024** YTD 2023* YTD 2022
Units Rented 6,377 6,753 7,137 5,214 8,149
Fees 104,622 $99,903.73 $106,189.93 $78,085.72 $115,776.94
Average Stay Length 4.74 4.7 5.01 4.53 4.70

Loud Thunder Forest Preserve

Aug-26 Aug-25 Aug-24 Aug-23 Aug-22
Units Rented 1012 1348 1528 1,315 1,002
Fees 13361.18 $21,124.70 $23,431.13 $18,302.64 $15,261.99
Average Stay Length 4.23 3.38 3.30 3.59 3.43

YTD 2026 YTD 2025 YTD 2024 YTD 2023 YTD 2022
Units Rented 6029 5711 7400 6,775 5,499
Fees 86,013 $91,192.22 $115,665.34 $99,162.06 $83,376.49
Average Stay Length 4.51 3.83 3.88 3.85 3.58

*Illiniwek opened June 6, 2023 due to construction
**Illiniwek opened May of 2024 due to construction
Campgrounds opened April 4, 2025
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  Report to Forest Preserve Committee 
 

  Name of Park    Illiniwek 
 

  For the Month of August 2026 
 

Grounds Maintenance performed—  Staff has been mowing the grass every week now that the weather 

has.  Staff has also been mowing around the parking lots at Amôwa east and west every two weeks.  Staff 

mowed the hillsides above D1 at Dorrance again this month with the forestry mower to help control 

invasive species.   Staff mowed the hillsides below the pavilion at Dorrance.  Staff also weed-eated the 

hillsides along the road to back parking lot at Dorrance.  Staff planted 12 trees in the 9th street project area.  

Tree species planted were oaks, white pine, hickory, and a few other pine species.    

Building Maintenance projects performed— Trying to get MidAmerican energy to install a natural gas 

line to the north shower building so we can get a new hot water heater and furnace installed.   

Equipment repairs and/or project performed— On August 20th one of the 997 zero turns was taken in 

to have sensors replaced.  The mower will run for about 90 minutes then shuts off due to multiple codes 

preventing the mower to run.  The repairs are covered under warranty.  On September 2nd the same mower 

was taken back for repairs with the same symptoms.  This is the 3rd time this summer this mower has been 

in for repairs for the same problem.     

Trails/General facility conditions—The forest trails are in good shape but have been closed on and off 

this month due to rain.  The forest trails at Amôwa east and west were mowed along with the prairie trail 

at west.  Two trees were removed off the Amôwa west trail after the big storms mid-month.  Two 

cottonwood trees needed to be removed off the GRT just south of Cordova, IL after the big storms mid-

month as well.  Staff mowed the GRT bike path from Port Byron north to the county line just south of 

Albany.      

Weather- Normal to very HOT!         

Vandalism report—No vandalism or break-ins this month.   

Incidents—No incidents 

Accidents reports— No accidents. 

Activities/Events/Outings held at park— No events or outings this month. 

Items to be bid by Purchasing—No items.  

Upcoming Events – October 17th Illiniwek will host the annual Halloween Bash from noon to 8 pm.  D2 

at Dorrance will be getting a new back stop fence.  Fencing will be installed around a culvert along the 

GRT.  The north shower building at Illiniwek will be getting a new furnace and water heater in September.      

Misc – The GRT bike path resurfacing from Cordova north to county line will hopefully start in 

September.  The EV charging stations will hopefully be finished in September as well.     

This report was prepared     Mike Petersen     Date_9-02-2026 
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Forest Preserve Committee Report 
Park: Loud Thunder Forest Preserve 
Reporting Period: August 2026 

Grounds Maintenance 
• Collected litter throughout the park and emptied all trash receptacles. 
• Cleaned pit toilets as needed. 
• Cleared storm-damaged trees and debris from trails. 
• Mowed park grounds. 
• Performed string trimming throughout the park. 
• Continued the Sac Fox Trail signage project. 
• Mowed all accessible trails. 
• Began widening multi-use trails with mulching head on skidsteer  
• Removed woody invasive plant from lowest prairie at Martin Conservation Area (MCA) 
• Widened access trail at MCA 
• Mowed all firebreaks at MCA 
• Filled potholes on park roadways 
• Removed storm damage from trails after inclement weather 
• Sprayed weeds on spillway, and parking areas as needed 
• Removed a tree that had fallen on bridge 
• Fixed dump station on/off valve 

Building Maintenance 
• Cleaned the maintenance shop. 
• Cleaned the park office and removed trash on a weekly basis. 
• Cleaned shower buildings and pit toilets. 
• Cleaned and organized equipment area of maintenance shop 
• Fixed running toilet in horse corral shelter 

Equipment Maintenance 
• Performed daily pre- and post-operation inspections on all equipment in use. 
• Completed routine monthly equipment maintenance; no significant repairs were required. 
• Began work on woods RD990x mower deck 
• Cleaned, sharpened, and maintained all chainsaws  
• Cleaned and detailed F150, F350 
• Cleaned all boats weekly 

Trail and Facility Conditions 
Overall park conditions remain in excellent shape. Horse and bicycle trails were opened 
whenever weather and trail conditions permitted safe access. 
Vandalism 
No vandalism was reported during the month. 
Incidents 
No incidents were reported during the month. 
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Accidents 
No accidents were reported during the month. 
Weather 
August was a month of extremes when it rained we received several inches and when it was dry 
it was extremely dry.  The storms associated with the rains that we received cause a significant 
amount of damage to the trees here at the preserve due to high winds.  
 
Activities and Events 
A few family gatherings were hosted throughout the park during the month. 

Monthly Summary 
August brought a lot of precipitation to Loud Thunder.  We had several days of storms this 
month.  The high winds caused power outages and a significant amount of damage to the trees 
particularly on our trail system.  We spent a significant amount of time clearing the storm 
damage off the trails as weather permitted.   

The grounds continue to need mowed and string trimmed weekly as vegetation never slowed 
down this season.  We did a considerable amount of work at the Marvin Conservation Area this 
month.  Staff removed woody invasive vegetation from the lower prairie where fire would not be 
a viable management tool.  We also widened the access trail in this area and mowed all 
firebreaks in preparation for spring burning at this location.   

I met with representatives from the Boy scouts of America to coordinate access for a fall bridge 
building project with the Blackhawk Highway Construction Career Training Program (HCCTP).  
Blackhawk students will be building a bridge near the Scout camp and we have been granted 
access through the boy scout camp.  I am grateful for the HCCTP program and look forward to 
completing this new bridge early to mid-September.  I will keep this committee appraised as the 
project continues.  

Lake George Boat Rental will be closed for the season after the Labor Day Holiday.  The 
majority of our campsites with power and water are reserved for the holiday but the extremely 
hot forecast has negatively affected the primitive camping numbers. Hopefully, the boat rental 
has a great turnout and we get some significant walk-in campers for the holiday.   

I have received a request from the head coach at Rockridge for the cross-country team to host a 
race here at the preserve.  I will be granting permission upon receiving proof of insurance as the 
race will be held 9/16 and they need to proceed with planning as soon as possible.   

Ben Mills 
Head Ranger 
Loud Thunder Forest Preserve / Ralph Martin Conservation Area 

September 3/2026 

134



135



136



137



138



Niabi Zoo report for August 2026 

Lee Jackson 

9/3/2026 

•  A quote was accepted for the new water softeners at the reptile and Biodiversity 
buildings. Waiting for parts delivery to start instillation.  

• Bids for Dino Dig, Splash pad, and admin deck have been approved. First pre-
construction meetings start the week of August 8th. 

• Upgrades and repairs of the fire, temp alarm systems have started. 
• Met with local general contractor to explore modifications to the rear concession stand. 

The plan is to convert it into turtle conservation center viewable to the public. 
• Met with MindFire to discuss marketing and promotion of the turtle conservation 

center. 
• Niabi will host a blood drive on our parking lot on 10/11/26. 
• On august 8/12/26, 12 turtles we had received as a confiscation from the USFW service 

were humanely euthanized after having been found positive for Cryptosporidium. There 
is no cure for this type of infection and we have no way of isolating these animals 
completely from the other reptiles in our collection long term. The decision was made 
with the full knowledge and agreement of the USFW service. 
 

  Maintenance department 
• Replaced deck boards at Koi deck. 
• Repair leaks in power pump plumbing at Primate quarantine. 
• Serviced back pack blower. 
• Repaired sink, cleaned and caulked along wall at Giraffe barn. 
• Ran conduit and pulled cable from train station to light pole for P.A. system. 
• Repaired water spigot in animal encounters area. 
• Repaired outlet at painted dogs for power pump. 
• Installed new power pump at Giraffe barn. 
• Installed new mixer hose at mixed primates. 
• Install new door handle at Camel barn. 
• Replace GFCI at Painted Dogs. 
• Built a new fence around Gibbons waterfall pump area. 
• Painted exterior wall at Admin. Building. 
• Repaired lights at Admin building. 
• Repaired toilet in Admin. Women’s restroom. 
• Repaired roller assembly on gate #1. 
• Repaired trip hazard at ticket booth. 
• Lubed up Giraffe tamer rollers and hinges. 
• Repaired door at Red River Hogs barn. 
• Repaired Tree Monitor door. 
• Repaired water hose at Guinea pig. 
• Ran cable for P.A. system in Biodiversity building and Administration building. 
• Hung a hay feeder at Domestic animal. 
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• Repaired Camel barn door.
• Repaired kitchen faucet in Biodiversity kitchen.
• Painted large map sign by Gift shop.
• Replaced old gutter and down spout at Gift Shop.
• Added electrical outlets in Admin gallery.
• Hung up enrichment brushes at Domestic animal area.
• Hung a fan in Domestic area.
• Put up new signs at Reptile house.
• Restriped and repainted handicap symbols in main parking lot.
• Added outlets in old gift shop at Biodiversity.

Animal Department 

Interns have all completed their season with us,2 have been hired as seasonal keepers 

Staff has really stepped up this year with added new animal family as well as added encounters and 
higher attendance...everyone has done a great job! 

Volunteers 

Garden volunteers completed our 10th pollinator garden in the zoo (near Bald Eagles), they will be 
rescuing the front admin pollinator plants and relocating them in the zoo, ahead of the new Admin deck 
project 

Enrichment Volunteer hours for August=53 Hours 

Animal Art Show 

Kicks off this weekend 5/6 Sept 

Animal updates 

Welcomed 4.0 Rock Hyrax, now in the Biodiversity Hall, Meerkat habitat 

Welcomed 2.0 Cotton Top Tamarins, now in our Conservation in Action Gallery Tamarin habitat 

Welcomed 3.0 Painted Dogs to join our 0.1, all doing well thus far 

Said goodbye to 1.0 Painted Dog with a recommendation to move to a new zoo 

Wildlife Confiscation Partnership Videographer here for 3 days at the end of August to film our 
participation in the program. 

Guest services 

• GIFT SHOP:
o 2026 August Revenue-$46736
o Sold out of the Pallas's Cat plush
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• CONCESSIONS:
o 2026 June 10% of gross sales- $ 1624

• NZ MEMBERSHIP/ FUNBUNDLE MEMBERSHIP/ZOOSEUM SEASONAL PASS:
o Online Membership Egift Cards Total Sales- $365
o Niabi Zoo Memberships Total Sales Revenue -$6539
o This year, before opening for a limited time, we offered $10 off for anyone who 

purchased a membership online, and we will offer $5 off for the rest of the 
season for anyone who goes online and purchases a membership.

o Renewal email sent out

• CAROUSEL:
o Carousel was fixed, and we started selling tickets on August 6.

• GIFT CARDS/EGIFT CARDS (GENERAL ZOO ONES):
o Total Sales Revenue-9/$305

• ADOPTS:
o Total Sales Revenue -/$125
o Online Adopt GC sold-0
o In 2026, we will be doing a $75 Adopt Monthly Special featuring a specific animal 

while supplies last, to see if we can increase revenue.

• VENU PLUS (Strollers, Wheelchairs, ECV’s, Scooterpals, Penny Press, Medallion Machine)
o We are still waiting on the arrival of the photo booth.
o Both Penny Press machines and the medallion machine are now up by the gift 

shop.
• EVENTS:

o Started planning Pints 2026! Tickets are now on sale online only and will be 
available until midnight on Sept 17 if they don't sell out before.
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Rock Island County Forest Preserve District 

Executive Committee Director’s Report 

September 2026 

Mission: To maintain and acquire lands with the intent to restore and conserve such 
lands for preservation, education, and recreation for residents, while maintaining fiscal 
responsibility. 

Members of the Rock Island County Forest Preserve District Executive Committee, 
please accept this report for the month of August 2026. 

Prior Meeting Follow-Up 

Contracts and IMPACT agreements for the projects approved at the prior month’s Forest 
Preserve Commission meeting have been executed. Preconstruction meetings are being 
scheduled, with several contractors anticipating commencement of work during the 
week of September 14. 

September Agenda Items 

District Finances 

Monthly claims and Treasurer’s disbursements are included in the meeting packet and 
are consistent with normal activity for this time of year. Two claims were flagged and 
will be addressed by the responsible staff member upon returning from paid time off. 

FY 2026 Transfers of Appropriations 

Several transfers of appropriations were required to resolve negative general ledger 
balances within the fiscal year. 

One transfer within the Improvement Fund was required to cover professional services 
associated with grant-preparation documents. 

Resolutions 

One resolution is presented to provide funding for design and construction document 
services from IMEG Consultants for the Bike Path project. 

Ordinances 

No ordinances are scheduled for consideration this month. 

Other Business 
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There is no new business to report. 

Financial Reports 

The FY 2026 Budget Performance Report reflects unaudited final figures. Receipt of the 
state grant significantly improved the Zoo’s surplus. An $8,000 invoice from IMRF 
remains outstanding for an additional employer contribution, which will be applied to 
the District’s reserve. 

The FY 2027 budget is experiencing a slower start, consistent with FY 2025, due to 
periods of substantial rainfall and extreme heat during July and August. Rainouts and 
cancellations have extended league play into September for the first time in several 
years. Niabi Zoo also closed early on several occasions because of the high probability of 
rain and severe storms. District properties sustained no significant damage beyond 
scattered downed trees. Staff cleared trails as conditions permitted, and increased 
precipitation required additional mowing during August. 

The Treasurer’s Report and Auditor’s Reports are included for Committee review. 

Staff Reports 

Despite challenging weather conditions and the beginning of the school year, District 
facilities remained active when conditions allowed. Although visitation and activity 
typically decline after Labor Day, continued demand is anticipated for golf, fall foliage 
viewing, Pints for Preservation, Boo at the Zoo, free Zoo days, hiking, and fishing. 

Niabi Zoo Foundation 

There is nothing new to report at this time. 

Union 

The District received no union grievances during August. 

Current Items of Note 

• The State Local Records Unit was contacted to request an inspection related to the 
disposal of District records. The inspection occurred at the District office on August 
12 and at Niabi Zoo on August 19. 

• Staff participated in a ratings review call with S&P Global. The District’s A+ rating 
with a stable outlook remains unchanged. 

• Staff participated in a DECO Illinois Works Apprentice webinar to support compliance 
with the recent OSLAD grant requirement that 10% of project labor utilize 
apprentices. 
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• Staff are preparing and submitting requested materials to the District’s outside 
auditing firm, Sikich, through the Suralink portal. 

• Work continues on the preliminary FY 2028 budget and levy ordinance. 
• Staff assisted the Loud Thunder Site Superintendent and Bi-State in assembling the 

OSLAD grant application for improvements at Lake George. The application was 
completed and ready for submission on the final day of eligibility; however, software 
issues prevented submission by staff and the grant writer. Staff are awaiting 
guidance from grant administrators regarding acceptance. The proposed project 
includes a parking area, observation pier, and lake-access dock for fishing and 
boating off Loud Thunder Road. 

• Progress on the electric vehicle charging station project remains limited while the 
contractor awaits MidAmerican Energy crews to install transformers and complete 
related work required before the stations can be installed and activated. 

• There is no new information regarding the workers’ compensation claim involving 
retired employee Dale Salisberry. 

• Planning and sponsorship development continue for the 2027 IACD conference. 
• Niabi Zoo’s Pints for Preservation is scheduled for September 18. Tickets are 

available through NiabiZoo.com. 
• The fifth 2026 property-tax distribution is expected during the week of September 21. 
• Staff continue reviewing best-practice policies and procedures recommended through 

the Illinois Distinguished Agency Accreditation program. 

Submitted this 3rd day of September 2026 by Jeffrey Craver, Director. 
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